HULL UNIVERSITY UNION
WELFARE & EQUALITY COMMITTEE

HELD ON THE 7th MARCH 2007 AT 11AM

Members attending:

	Vice-President (Welfare & Equality)
	Bryony Paice

	Health Officer
	Ed Jacobs

	LINKS Chair
	Gemma Smith

	Men’s Officer Representative
	Jay Webster

	Nightline Director
	Graham Hambleton

	Nursery Manager
	Laura Snow

	Students With Disabilities Officer
	David Collinson


Also attending:

	Vice-President (Welfare & Equality) (elect)
	Warwick Norris

	Cultural Diversity Officer (elect)
	Joshua Ben Haringman

	HUSAC Chair (elect)
	Sam Greenwood

	Vice-President (Academic Representation)
	David Morris (secretary)


Apologies:
	Advice Centre Co-ordinator
	Niki Marshall

	Human Resources Manager
	Julie Watson

	Job Exchange & Recruitment Co-ordinator
	Laura Bellinger

	Women’s Officer
	Alice Reid

	Women’s Officer (elect)
	Emma Kinloch


2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record.

3. Matters arising
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting.

4. Reports
Vice-President (Welfare & Equality)
VP (W&E) reported that elections for the new Union executive Committee had gone well and she congratulated all those who were elected, been organising crime talk and the Healthy Bodies Healthy Minds week.
Health Officer

HO reported that because of the elections, he has been unable to make much progress with health matters. HO also mentioned that he has an idea for a ‘drink safe’ campaign that aims to educate about e.g. safe levels of alcohol.

LINKS

LINKS Chair reported that their Annual General Meeting takes place tomorrow. There will also be courses taking place over the next two weekends. This will allow all unqualified members to become qualified.

Men’s Officer representative
MO mentioned that he has an idea for a campaign relating to testicular cancer and has thought of marketing ideas. However, due to election campaigning there hasn’t been much progress.
Nursery
The Nursery Manager reported that she has signed up for a Quality assurance programme and that the staff have been going on various training schemes such as a early years partners scheme. There has also been a visit from a curriculum support officer to make sure that the children’s educational needs are being met. As well as that, there has been an event for parents to come and hear about what the nursery has been doing.
Nightline

The Nightline Director reported that there will be a publicity campaign, which will have things such as business cards and posters. On the 18th, 21st & 22nd April Nightline will be having training sessions. They are also attempting to get a new computer which will help with a new email service. They have also got some condoms to help with publicity.
Students With Disabilities
SWD Officer reported that as he is new to the role, he is still going through the process of making people aware of who he is. He has also been going through details of the disability audit.

5. Elections

All elections were unopposed the VP (W&E) congratulated all those who were successfully elected.

6. Smartwater

VP (W&E) mentioned that the Community Wardens started the rollout on Monday evening. It will be made available between 4/5pm and 8pm. VP (W&E) asked for any volunteers to help with the distribution. There are also plans to get the logos of Hull City Council, Humberside Police and also HUU on the products.
7. Volunteer Awards
VP (W&E) announced the following categories for Welfare:

· Outstanding contribution to LINKS

· Outstanding contribution to the Advice Centre

· LGBT Award

· Outstanding contribution to Nightline

· Best new welfare volunteer
VP (W&E) distributed some nomination forms and mentioned that all volunteers are welcome to attend the awards ceremony.

8. Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds Week
There will be stalls next week in the union to help promote the campaign. There will also be offers in the Sports Centre, as well as Xing doing offers on their smoothies. On Wednesday there will be a stall about self-harm, which is one of the things designed to help break the current stigma attached to mental health. The counselling service may also have a presence. On Thursday there will be a charity event which centres around mental health and the charity that it’s linked to will be Psypher. Someone and the Somethings will be headlining the event. VP (W&E) asked for help from volunteers during that week.
9. Humberside Police
VP (W&E) mentioned that she went with LGBT & HUSAC to a hate crime awareness day recently and ended up talking to the Chief Superintendent of the Humberside Police about getting a permanent Police Liaison Officer. The Chief Superintendent will be at the student union on March 20th in the John McCarthy Bar to hear student opinions about this. CDO (elect) mentioned the possible effects of few students attending this. VP (W&E) said that she is currently exploring all advertising avenues, has also already asked various sources, including the university’s Senior Management Team, to help with funding a Police Liaison officer.
10. Any Other Business
The Nightline Director mentioned that the Monday training session has changed into more of an ‘open forum’ style which will help to gather ideas for the future. All other training sessions will be in the current format.

11. Date of the next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, March 21st at 11a.m.
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