MINUTES OF A UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

AT 10.00 AM ON MONDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2008, IN ROOM 122A

Present:
President (in the Chair)




Union Secretary & Treasurer






Vice-President (Academic Representation)




Vice-President (Media & Volunteering)




Vice-President (Sports & Leisure)




Vice-President (Welfare & Equality)




Chair Campaigns




Chair HUSSO (Student Community Action)




Chair International Students Association

Attending:
Paul Tatton, General Manager



Sarah Blount, Minute Secretary

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	3243
	Apologies  received from Vice-President (Scarborough Campus)




	

	3244
	Minutes of Previous Meeting  Agreed.
	

	3245
	Actions from the Minutes of Previous Meeting   

(a)  Minute 3221(a) – HUU Almanac   VP(M&V) confirmed she had sent through her lists of meetings.  The Minute Secretary asked what she should now do with this almanac?  President asked if she would distribute it to all UEC and put on the website.
	

	
	(b) Minute 3226 – Council Reports  President confirmed that all reports had been submitted.
	

	
	(c) Minute 3227 – Plans/Strategy for Next Year  GM stated that he had not yet received these plans from members. Asked that these are sent to him by close of business on Wednesday 20th February in order that he can collate the information to write an executive summary. He can then send these reports to the Trustees with the agenda for the next Board meeting.
	

	
	(d) Minute 3229 – Scarborough Rota Visits  President distributed the agenda and asked that members put in any further dates for visits to Scarborough.
	

	
	(e) Minute 3231 – Campaigns for Semester 2  Ch Campaigns reported that 2 campaigns had already been agreed – Vote2008 and accommodation.  President suggested that the third campaign be left open for students to decide – propose having a poll on line.

(f) Minute 3233 – HUSSO Report   Chair HUSSO stated that this was on the agenda as a separate item for discussion.

(g) Minute 3236 – The Scheme   VP(W&E) reported that a meeting was arranged with Reece Andrew for next Monday to discuss this issue.

(h) Minute 3236(c) – Scarb Admin Assistant Computer   President assumed that this had gone to Finance Committee for agreement.
	

	
	
	

	3246
	Matters Arising None.
	

	
	
	

	3247
	Complaint received against Jay Webster, Union Secretary and Treasurer  The President reported that a complaint had been received from a member against Jay Webster, UST.  The President explained the procedure for hearing this complaint and referred to paragraph 28 of SO 9005 governing Complaints against Members of HUU or against HUU the Charity. This is as follows : 

“Policy
The member(s) making the complaint against a member of UEC must substantiate this to the Union Council in writing by way of a motion.  The motion should state the grounds of the complaint and the penalty they wish to see imposed as defined in the disciplinary section of the relevant Code of Conduct. The Code details what action can be taken by the Union Executive Committee if the complaint is serious and merits suspension prior to the motion being heard by Union Council
Procedure
Following receipt of the motion, the UST shall place the matter on the next available Union Council meeting agenda or convene an extraordinary meeting. The UST is to:

(a)
advise the complainant of the date, time and venue of the meeting in writing;

(b)
ensure the motion is placed on the Council agenda;

The motion shall be heard under the rules governing Union Council and shall pass if a simple majority vote for the motion (If the US/T is the subject of the complaint, the organisation of the procedure will be the responsibility of the President.)”

The President, as stated above, confirmed that, as UST was the subject of the complaint, he would be taking responsibility of the procedure.  The President explained that he would give members details of the complaint received and then UST would have the chance to answer this complaint.  The President distributed to members copies of a photograph that was claimed to be in an album of UST’s on the social networking site “facebook”.  This photograph was of a Human Rights Actions poster depicting Burmese soldiers firing on Burmese civilians and executing a Japanese journalist with Jay Webster and Iain Keers “tagged” as the soldiers.  President also read out the complaints received via email from Sean Allmark, Lucy Monks and Liam Allmark (President of the Human Rights Action) regarding this photograph and asking for action to be taken against UST on the grounds of bullying and harassment.
UST stated that he would like to point out that the people who made the complaint do not have access to his facebook page and that this photograph was hidden and only accessible to his friends.  Stated that he believed the complainants were trying to make trouble as he had previously had to have them evicted from the Union for running around on trolleys and also stated that the poster was originally put up outside his office.  Stated that if this complaint against him went ahead he was not too concerned as he was not enjoying himself at the moment.  Stated that if his private life was subject to people’s scrutiny, he was not prepared to stay in the job.

President stated that members could now ask UST questions if they so wished.

President asked if the photo was put on facebook in work time or in private time?  UST stated that it was in his own private time.

President added that he was personally very embarrassed at the situation as he was a member of a review panel with the University  to look at the dangers of facebook.  Stated that one of the complainants had stated that he was going to contact the Vice-Chancellor to explain that UST was mocking human rights.  UST stated that considering disciplinary action regarding facebook was a dangerous precedent to set.  Stated that a person looking at his facebook like this was like someone walking into his home uninvited.  Stated that this page on his facebook was private and was not open to everyone, only to his friends.  Stated that he felt it was disgusting that they had access to his facebook.

VP(W&E) asked UST for his version of events and the reason why he had done this?  UST stated that he had tagged himself as a soldier because he likened himself to shooting a society’s activity.

Ch Campaigns stated that facebook was a new media and is unknown territory but felt that this was an intrusion into someone’s private life.  Stated that a person can choose to add someone as their friend and the friend can then choose to look at the facebook site.  Stated that he felt that the complainants had searched to find this photo and had spied on UST and stolen the photos.  Stated that other people have things on their facebook that could be interpreted wrongly and could be complained about.  Feel that facebook is a person’s own private space and is, as UST explained, like someone has walked into your house.
	

	
	
	

	
	President stated that the complaint was with regard to bullying and harassment. UST stated that this must make him a bully then if his personal life is up for scrutiny.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair Campaigns stated that need to highlight the fact that the poster was put up outside UST’s office initially.  President stated that the complaint was about UST taking a photo of the poster and tagging his name and Chair Campaigns name on to it which they consider to be a mockery of human rights.  UST stated that he tore the posters down and that he had not complained about the fact that they had been put up outside his office. Stated that he felt that that was rude towards him but that he was willing to allow freedom of speech.  Stated that he did not believe the photo would have offended his friends when he put this on his facebook page.  

	

	
	President asked if there were any further questions? There were none.  President proposed that the meeting move into committee to make a decision on this issue. As Chair Campaigns’ name had been “tagged” in the photograph, it was agreed that he should leave whilst the meeting went into committee.
	

	
	
	

	The meeting moved into committee.  UST and Chair Campaigns left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	The meeting moved out of committee and the President reported the following:
	

	
	
	

	
	Jay Webster to be suspended from his role as Union Secretary and Treasurer for bringing HUU into disrepute.  This suspension to be until the next Council meeting on 3rd March 2008 when a motion of no confidence against UST will be brought with regard to his actions.

	

	The meeting adjourned whilst President and GM informed UST of the above decision.
	

	
	
	

	3248
	Election Action Plan  Following the result of the complaint against UST,  President proposed going through the election action plan to ensure that all issues under UST’s remit are actioned.  This was updated as attached.
	

	
	
	

	3249
	HUSSO Exec Presentation  Chair HUSSO reported the following:
· Held the HUSSO AGM at which a date was arranged for the EGM of 1st April at 6.00pm to vote on the proposal to de-register HUSSO.  Asked that members attend if they can.

· Prison Education Project is now up and running and going out on Wednesday to HM Wolds Prison. Have got all risk assessments completed and are available for inspection by UEC if they so wish.
· Confirmed that a risk assessment record is kept for all projects and no project goes out without these being fully completed and checked.  Again these are available for inspection by UEC if they so wish.

· Sadly lost all drivers but within 24 hours have managed to recruit 5 more drivers.

· Other project that is running, as well as the Prison Education Project, is the GCSE Support Project.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair HUSSO confirmed that he would be arranging for HUSSO Exec to give a presentation at a UEC meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3250
	SO 3009 governing Part-Time Student Standing Committee  VP(AR) referred to SO3009 forwarded to members and asked for their agreement to this?  This was agreed to go for noting at the next Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3251
	SUEI Update and Action Points   President informed members that UEC need to take ownership of SUEI and take it to the next level to ensure that HUU achieve the gold award.  GM asked that members ensure they have evidence for anything they put forward for SUEI.  President reported that following a SUEI action meeting, the following had been agreed: UEC would have a working lunch on 24th April with the SUEI assessors; agreed the community contacts as ERCFA and Dove Hospice; and in the process of agreeing the 20 random students to be interviewed.
	

	
	
	

	3252
	Election Action Plan  Already discussed above (see attached).
	

	
	
	

	3253
	Scarborough Rota/Visits  Already discussed in Actions from Minutes above.
	

	
	
	

	3254
	Calendar of HUU Meetings   Already discussed in Actions from Minutes above.
	

	
	
	

	3255
	Natwest Banking Authorities  Laid on the table until the next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3256
	Current Estimate 2007/2008   GM presented members with the attached estimate and went through each area to ensure that members were in agreement with the estimates proposed.  These were agreed. GM confirmed that these figures would be presented to the Board of Trustees at the meeting on 28th February 2008.
	

	
	
	

	3257
	Campaigns for Semester 2   Already discussed in Actions from Minutes above.
	

	
	
	

	3258
	Ambulance Access to Sports Fields   VP(W&E) reported that the ambulance service were complaining that the access to sports fields was poor and proved difficult when treating injured people.  As a result, they were only driving the ambulance up to the entrance on Inglemire Lane and not on to the sports fields.  VP(W&E) asked if any members sat on any University Committee that may discuss facilities so that this could be brought up?  GM proposed that a paper by VP(W&E) and VP(S&L) should be drafted to find a solution to this issue which could then be brought up at the relevant University Committee.
	

	
	
	

	3259
	Any Other Business  

(a) Election Hustings   The following format was agreed: email to be sent out to candidates reminding them of when and where hustings is taking place; start time to be 6.30pm in Asylum with aim to end at 9.30pm; each candidate to give a 2 minute speech, followed by 2 rounds of 3 questions, each round of questions followed by a 1 minute answer from each candidate; each current sabbatical to contribute 1 question from the floor; President to chair hustings and steering committee to be VP(M&V) and VP(W&E); part time UEOs will be individually “husted”.  It was also agreed to hold a FIFA World Cup style draw to decide the order of speakers.  This was drawn as follows:

(a) Chair HUSSO

(b) VP(Scarb)

(c) VP(W&E)

(d) UST

(e) Chair Campaigns

(f) President

(g) VP(AR)

(h) VP(M&V)

(i) Chair ISA

(j) VP(S&L)

It was agreed that the above order would be reversed for hustings at Scarborough.


	


