MINUTES OF AN EMERGENCY UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

AT 3.00PM ON THURSDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2008, IN WHEATSHEAF 1

Present:
President (in the Chair)




Union Secretary & Treasurer






Vice-President (Academic Representation)




Vice-President (Media & Volunteering)




Vice-President (Sports & Leisure)




Vice-President (Welfare & Equality)




Chair HUSSO (Student Community Action)


Attending:
Paul Tatton, General Manager



Sarah Blount, Minute Secretary

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	3239
	Apologies  received from Vice-President (Scarborough Campus), Chair Campaigns and Chair International Students Association




	

	3240
	HUU Council Elections   President referred to the recently advertised 3 positions for HUU Council and asked UST who had approved advertising the elections on line?  UST stated that the elections had been publicised everywhere as laid out in SO 2003 including on line, in the Lawns Centre, Thwaite, Needler.  President asked why the elections had gone on line?  UST stated that he believed all elections went on line.  President referred UST to paragraph 10 of SO 2003 and read this out as follows:  
	UST


	
	
	

	
	“Notice of Elections
10.
The UST is to publish a notification of any election called in accordance with these Regulations, at least fifteen clear days prior to the close of nominations.  Such notice shall indicate the vacancies, closing date for nominations, dates and times of speeches and voting, and is to be displayed in University House, the Lawns Centre and in each of the Traditional Halls of Residence, and the Scarborough Campus as well as the Union website. In the event of an inquorate council, UEC may call an emergency election for vacant positions to take place in Week 2 of Semester 1. The quoracy of the UEC meeting should be 75% of the voting membership and a ⅔ majority will be required to pass the motion for an emergency election. Vacancies will be advertised as for normal elections at least 5 clear days before the close of nominations.  If required, the emergency elections will also be used to fill vacant positions listed below in para 11.”

	

	
	President referred UST to the sentence that stated that an emergency election for council positions required UEC to vote on it and this had not taken place.  President also referred to the fact that an emergency election was only required if council was “inquorate” and with the 3 vacant positions, this was not the case.  An emergency election was, therefore, not required.   UST stated that he had followed SO 2003 as he had given 15 days clear notice.  President stated that this issue may be brought up at Council on 11 February and these particular minutes of council were to be provided as democratic evidence for SUEI.  However, he believed this election brought the democracy under question.  
GM asked UST where he had publicised the positions?  UST stated that he had advertised them on the website.  GM asked if they had been on before yesterday?  UST stated that they had not.  GM stated that there would be no chance for any nomination forms to be displayed on the notice board.  UST stated that he had advertised when elections were taking place and that the deadline was yesterday at 5.00pm.  GM asked where the advertising was on the website?  UST stated that it was on the front page and had been put on 20 days before the deadline.  
	

	
	President stressed his serious concern at holding elections that did not comply with SO 2003 and that UEC would be held responsible for this.  UST apologised for not holding the elections properly.
	

	
	VP(M&V) asked why the Council minutes of 11 Feb particularly had be put forward as SUEI evidence?  President stated that they required the last 2 sets of minutes of Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	GM stated that had checked at the Lawns and he could not see any publicity for the elections.  UST stated that he had put a poster up on the notice board on the right and had also put posters up in Thwaite and Needler.  Have also advertised at the Union but he could not remember if he had taken posters to Scarborough.
	

	
	
	

	
	VP(AR) stated that he had spoken to Kate at Scarborough about the elections so they were aware of them.  UST stated that he went to Scarborough 2 weeks ago and may have taken the publicity then.
	

	
	
	

	
	President stated that according to SO 2003 these emergency elections should not even be taking place as an emergency election is only called for Council positions if Council is inquorate and it is not.  Stated that if the proposal to have an emergency election had come to UEC as it states in SO 2003, then it would not have taken place.  However, stated that he found out the elections were taking place by hearing via a tannoy announcement.  UST stated that he had publicised this election within the 15 days notice. VP(AR) stated that it was strange that the President had only just noticed this election now.
	

	
	
	

	
	President stated that had not seen the elections advertised on the website.  UST suggested looking over the website archives after the meeting to prove that he had placed these elections on line.  


	

	
	President stated that it was up to each individual UEC member to check their Standing Orders and UST had not done this as it clearly states in paragraph 10 the procedure for elections.  This oversight does not make UEC look good and makes it look like the team are not concerned about democracy.  Stated that UEC have got to work within the rules. President stated that Council grumbled at last year’s UEC that they worked outside of the democratic guidelines and now this is happening with current UEC members trying to get people on council
	

	
	
	

	Chair HUSSO entered the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	UST stated that out of the 4 people that had put nominations forward, he loosely knew 1 of them and did not know the other 3 people.    UST admitted that he had messed up with these elections.
	

	
	
	

	
	President referred to the Council meeting in Scarborough when a councillor had questioned and scrutinised UST on not reading his standing orders and stated that this may happen again.
	

	
	
	

	
	VP(W&E) asked what would happen if UEC get questioned about this issue at Council?  UST stated that he admitted he had made a mistake and that he had just followed the guidelines for normal elections. President again reiterated that according to paragraph 10 of S0 2003 there shouldn’t even be an emergency election and it would not have taken place had UST brought this to UEC to consult with them over it.  Stated that it clearly states in SO 2003 the procedure.
	

	
	
	

	
	VP(M&V) asked what was going to be achieved by holding this meeting?  UST stated that he was happy to take “the flack” at Council for this and that he did not realise that he had not worked within the rules and had just followed the procedure for normal elections.  Stated that he had not done this to hide it from UEC.
	

	
	
	

	
	UST suggested that the elections be pulled and that he state that he did not realise the procedure for emergency elections.


	

	
	Chair HUSSO asked UST why he had not read the election Standing Orders?  President stated that each UEC member must follow their own individual Standing Orders.  UST stated that he had followed the normal procedure for elections and had not realised about the section on emergency elections.
	

	
	
	

	
	VP(W&E) asked how the vacancies had come about on Council?  UST stated that 3 vacancies had arisen due to resignations.  
	

	
	
	

	
	VP(W&E) asked why these vacancies had not been advertised before?  UST stated that he did not know, probably because there had only been 1 position before.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair HUSSO stated that he was starting to lose faith in Jay as UST. Stated that when he was not sure about something in his role, he would ask someone. Asked why UST had not done this?  UST stated that he felt sure he was following the correct election procedures. Chair HUSSO stated that in that case he should have read through SO 2003. UST stated that he read the section of how to run elections.  President stated that the procedure for emergency elections was clearly set out in paragraph 10.
	

	
	
	

	
	President asked UST who was Returning Officer for these emergency elections?  UST stated that he hadn’t appointed one.  
	

	
	
	

	
	UST asked if the elections could be pulled?  VP(W&E) asked what explanation would be given in Council?  UST stated that he would email the candidates and let them know that he had read the Standing Orders incorrectly. UST stated that no-one had said anything about the Academic Rep elections.  President stated that the rules with regard to emergency council elections were clearly set out in SO 2003.
	

	
	
	

	
	UST stated that he still felt that there should be an election and that it was up to a two third majority of UEC to pass an emergency election.  President stated that there shouldn’t even be an emergency election as it clearly states that this is only held if Council is inquorate and it presently isn’t.  UST stated that at the end of the day he was only trying to get more students actively involved in the Union by getting people on Council.  Admitted that he had messed up by not reading the Standing Orders correctly.  President stated that a major part of the UST role was to uphold the Constitution.
	

	
	
	

	
	UST again suggested pulling the elections. Stated that they have not officially or technically happened yet so could be pulled.
	

	
	
	

	
	President asked if members’ were in agreement to the Council elections being pulled?  This was agreed.


	

	
	GM suggested that in future members communicate with each other on a regular basis to avoid situations such as this.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following action to be taken:

· UST to liaise with James Brooks to pull the election information on the website.

· UST to email the candidates who have handed in nomination forms and explain the decision and the reason.

· UST to stop any more tannoys taking place.


	

	
	  
	


