
MINUTES OF A UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

AT 10.20 AM ON THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2009, IN MEETING ROOM 2

Present:
President (in the Chair)




Vice-President Community



Vice-President Welfare 



Chair Scarborough Campus 

Attending:
Paul Tatton, General Manager



James Brooks, Commercial & Marketing Manager




Jane Haddlesey, Minute Secretary

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	384
	Apologies  received from VPE and VPS

	

	385
	Minutes of Previous Meeting.  Agreed

	

	386
	Matters Arising
a) Risk Assessments VPC asked to discuss as an AOB.


	

	387
	Community Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress 
· Chaplain David De Verny handed in his notice.

·  HSL Democratic Services running campaign about student registration.  Policy to get as many students registered.

· Attended SSHH Campaign Meeting. Financially supporting Street Angels who provide assistance to students who are drunk.

· The Scheme Executive impressed with Community Zone strategy and pledged their support. 
	

	
	
	

	388
	Education Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress
· VPE absent. President reported that VPE was planning a meeting next week regarding an Anti-Cuts Campaign and would liaise with VPE to see if this was going ahead or if it needed to be postponed.

· University plans to cut Gender Studies as a course.

· Referendum Week 11 on HE Fund and what the Union’s position is on this. 
· Preparing marketing material for this next week. 
· Voting 8-11/12/09. 
· Debates with VPE, any others and external speakers on higher education planned.
· GM asked for Kasia to be thanked for the Course Rep Training she had provided. Good feedback received.


	President/CMM

	389
	Governance Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress
· Passed 3 year review for Investors in People. UEC thanked GM and HRM

· Buses now running Wednesdays and Saturdays at the back of Asylum. Trialled on a Saturday initially, President and CMM pushed for Wednesdays as well. Wednesday buses to begin first Tower of the New Year.

· Vice Chancellor has offered his support to rename the University House, ‘Student Union’ being the best and simplest option. Should see some moves towards this over the next few months.
· Met with representatives from University of Pretoria and showed them the Union.
· Following elections all positions have now been filled, apart from HYMS Senate representative). President thanked Chair Campaigns for his work on the elections.

· Attended University Council, raised issues re NSS and pay/ income ratios and staff student ratios.
(b)  Constitution Draft
· President advised that draft of Constitution had been emailed out and asked for any thoughts. Deadline of next Friday so we can widen consultation in the run up to Xmas.
(c)   Campaign Timetable
· Marketing going out next week re education funding. This is in conjunction with referendum. Survey to study what students want us to campaign on. Already have a small list if anyone wanted to rank in order of priority.

· (d)   Strategic Review Research – Red Brick Media
· VPC asked where the 16k was coming from to fund the research. GM advised this formed part of the submission to the University regarding improving the student experience. VPC asked if the research would still go ahead if we didn’t get the 16k. It was agreed it was fundamental that it went ahead. 
	

	
	
	

	390
	Sport Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress 

· AU Ball last week, record number of people attended. President thanked VPS, Executive and Vicky Dean for their hard work.

· Opened Tour for deposits, already a good response.

· VPC asked President to find out how many Society members had joined up for the Tour. 

· Women in Sport campaign going well

· AU has new Treasurer
	President

	
	
	

	391
	Welfare Zone

(a) Achievements and Progress
· Went to Huddersfield to help plan Disability Conference.

· Grub packs going well, available at Reception in Hull and in the shop at Scarborough

· Women’s Week went really well, Abortion Rights very interesting. Going to investigate the work of Crisis Pregnancies as has heard they are funded by Anti-Abortionists.

· Gave details of Reclaiming the Night March 26/11/09.

· Observed someone having difficulty getting into the disabled toilet on the ground floor. Radar key doesn’t work and door jams. CMM said that when someone has been to look at the lock, it does work. 

· Visited Scarborough with Beccy and Kate. Spoke with Student Support and given contact details for Sexual Health with a view to putting Chlamydia testing packs in the toilets at Scarborough.

· Found out that packs are left in new students rooms and that 8 pages of our own information could be added to them, although the University not too keen on that.

· VPW sits on the Access to Learning Fund panel at Hull but no student on it in Scarborough. VPW to discuss with Chair Scarborough.

· Idea of posters advertising Welfare services to be put up in Scarborough as students not aware. 

· Suggestion of turning exec room into a mini advice giving centre with volunteers covering 2 hours a day. Chair Scarborough/VPW discussed.

· Suggestion of a minibus from Scarborough to Hull to see a gig. CMM said this had been done before but when it came to it, not enough people turned up and then it ended up costly for the others.

· Needs to build a link with Student Support in Scarborough.
· GM suggested it would be useful for VPW and Heather to provide some information for the Impact Report on Women’s Week with details of the events, attendance and any measurable impact
	House Manager



	
	
	

	392
	Scarborough
(a) Achievements and Progress
· Scarborough TIDE, not many people turned up, another meeting planned. Editor appointed

· Push again in Refreshers first week of February

· Have accessed drink spike protectors; will go to clubs and distribute (Mansion)
· Invited the Police to bring their ‘drink awareness’ vehicle on campus. Vehicle has posters, leaflets and free bottles of water.
· Carrying out survey in December for a language course in Scarborough to prevent international students travelling to Hull
· Disability Committee

· Raised approximately £300 for Children in Need

· Feedback from ‘You said we did’, carried out alongside ‘Red Sofa’ day. 53 comments were received which have been analysed and put into statistical data.
· Raising money for HOPE (Healing Our Past Experiences) who provide self help, support groups and other activities.
· In order to raise awareness about healthy eating, giving out free apples with toothpick flags in them saying ‘Think What You Eat’.
	

	
	
	

	393
	Appointments for the Week 

a) President – UEC at Scarborough on Tuesday 1 December 09. VPC commented that he was unable to attend due to a prior engagement. President in London Monday morning. 

b) VPC – Widening Participation Committee, Andrew Lee, Blind Institute, Students Safety Working Group, Xmas lights Newland.

c) Chair Scar – Tuesday 1 December 09 Xmas Fayre

d) GM asked about VPE’s meetings if he was still absent. President said he would attend any big meetings, otherwise apologies would be sent.
e) CMM on annual leave next week.


	

	394
	Staff Issues

Confidential

	

	395
396


	Any Other Business  
a) VPC – Discussion took place about potential problems with consistency in putting together risk assessments. President suggested VPC set up a meeting with House Manager and Ann, with the intention to draw up a policy and the criterias to adhere to. This could then be approved by Society Council and UEC
b) Degree Ceremonies
President advised that he was attending the Ceremonies on 28/29 January 2010 and asked for two other people to attend with him. VPC to attend on 28th, VPW could possibly attend both days.
c) Food and Drinks in Foyer 

VPC commented that he was not happy that there had not been any consultation regarding not selling cakes in the foyer. PT explained that a disclaimer needed signing if someone wanted to sell their own food in the building, as there were health issues regarding this. VPC stated that he understood this, but there wasn’t any consultation or time to communication this to people. 

Discussion around Nightline providing free tea/coffee for a full week. VPW said it was unfair to stop this as the volunteers worked hard and to turn around and start saying what they could/couldn’t do was demoralising. CMM explained that it was difficult for Quick Bites to establish themselves when free tea/coffee was on offer.

Discussion regarding providing cake covers and gloves for people selling cakes. 

GM said the risk was low when it was just now and again but now it was happening more often, the risk was higher.  GM wanted UEC to be aware that it was unlikely that a disclaimer would stand up in Court; therefore it would be UEC’s responsibility if anything went wrong. 
President suggested putting together a policy, which would be signed, to help people be aware of what they needed to adhere to, however it was decided that it would be difficult to draw up a policy and it would be more straightforward to ask at time of booking what they were planning of doing. CMM said the Admin Team when on Reception should flag up anything they feel is appropriate and then CMM would deal with this on a case by case basis.

CMM left the meeting.

Chair Scar reminded President that they hadn’t received the options regarding Scarborough’s structured future. President advised this was in hand and would be discussed on Tuesday when in Scarborough. PT advised he wasn’t able to make Tuesday, however he would be there on Thursday.
Hot Topic
VPC commented that they hadn’t received any information from the last question about noisy neighbours. VPC said it would be interesting to receive feedback. President said that Union Admin Coordinator was dealing with this.

President suggested this week’s hot topic about Higher Education funding – How do you think Higher Education should be funded in the future?

Meeting closed 1150hrs.

	



