
MINUTES OF A UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

AT 10.10am ON TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2010, IN MEETING ROOM 2

Present:
President (in the Chair)




Vice-President Sport



Vice-President Community




Vice-President Education




Vice-President Welfare 

Attending:
Paul Tatton, General Manager

Julie Watson, Human Resources Manager



James Brooks, Commercial & Marketing Manager




Jane Haddlesey, Minute Secretary
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	422
	Apologies  received from Chair Scarborough and Scarborough Union Manager.

	

	423
	Minutes of Previous Meeting.  Agreed.

	

	424
	Matters Arising
a) Minute 421(a) - Anti-Cuts Campaign. VPE reported that he had sent an email to Leeds and Birmingham Universities explaining how HUU were supporting the Anti-Cuts Campaign. He had received an angry email/comments asking why HUU money was being used to support the campaign at these Universities. After discussion it was agreed that VPE should forward the email he sent to the Universities onto UEC members and that he should clarify that HUU is providing a benefit-in-kind in providing printing and not cash.

	VPE

	425

	Community Zone

(a) Achievements and Progress 
· VPC and VPS had cooked Xmas dinner for 7 international students.
· Second meeting this Thursday with Street Angels

· Welcomed Naomi Alty, Union Volunteering Coordinator back from maternity leave.

	

	
	
	

	426
	Education Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress
· Kasia Pasik (Education & Representation Coordinator) is organising the Education Conference, various members of the University’s senior management team to attend.
· Huddersfield, Salford and Loughborough Universities are all on board for the Northern Anti-Cuts Campaign.

· Senate Away Day yesterday, University might be making cuts in relation to research funding. 

· HRM asked if any admin support was needed as Kasia Pasik was on annual leave; VPE said only marketing support was required, VPE & C&MM to discuss. President advised that, as the Marketing team were going to be extremely busy over the next month, as soon as anyone had any requirements, they should contact Marketing as soon as possible. C&MM asked to be copied into any emails.


	VPE/C&MM

	427
	Governance Zone

(a) Achievements and Progress
· Senate Away Day yesterday, a lot of focus on research funding. Various proposals on the table.

· Attended meetings re Open Days. Would like more students available and active at Open Days so if anyone had any ideas regarding this, to put them forward.
· Floors 2 & 3 University House. 3rd Floor not changing other than Immigration Advisers coming over. GM showed plan of 2nd Floor and discussed the layout. VPC asked about the change of name for the building; President confirmed that the name would definitely change and would consult with them on this.

· Budget looking good, all areas in the green, aware of the problems with Sport and Community.

(b)   Semester 2 Campaign Timetable
President went through the Campaign Timetable for Semester 2. It was agreed that the timetable could be publicised with suggestions that website addresses, contact details and additional information be added.
	

	
	
	

	428
	Sport Zone
(a) Achievements and Progress 

· Wished everyone a Happy New Year.

· Cooking Xmas lunch with VPC for international students had been a very rewarding experience.

· Second payment due next week for the Tour. Reminder of this to be sent by email and posted on Facebook.
· Finished doing packs for Tour group leaders and has written an A-Z regarding the Tour, which will hopefully cover any questions/queries people may have
· Organising Dodge Ball for 19 February 2010 in Asylum, if anyone can help or wants to enter a team.

· Reorganising fixtures arranged for during exam periods.
· Needs to arrange dates with Scarborough Union Manager to visit Scarborough.
· Second sponsorship amount of £600 received from Acklam Coaches.
· When Vicky, Union Admin Assistant, is back, will start arranging the Trophy Presentation evening.
· Running a mini campaign of ‘It’s never too late to join an AU Club’.

· VPS and President had each received a letter from Lady Armstrong, to which they would be replying.

· Needs to meet with Dave Windley, Sports & Fitness Centre as they are looking at re-doing the team locker spaces and want AU to take more responsibility for the upkeep of lockers.
	VPS/President

	
	
	

	429
	Welfare Zone

(a) Achievements and Progress
· Busy sorting things out for SHAG week.
· Setting up Chlamydia testing for Refreshers Week.
· Preparing a letter re free prescriptions and looking for help from the Health Care Fund.
· Meeting with the Council tomorrow regarding Council Tax, and will ring Councillors for their support.
· Written to Marks & Spencer to see if they can come in and do bra fitting.
· Has spoken with Joe regarding the possibility of ranking landlords on the website; VPC expressed his interest in being involved with this.
· As Disability Students’ Officer, Stephen Lee, has resigned, needs help from disabled students for Refreshers Fayre
(b) Gender Neutral Toilets and Breast feeding
	

	
	VPW felt very strongly that there should be gender neutral toilets available within University House and asked if there were any objections to this. All members agreed and discussion followed as to how this could happen. It was agreed that the disabled toilet on the ground floor would be open to anyone and baby changing facilities installed; this would be labelled as a Unisex toilet. The two disabled toilets in Asylum would also be opened as Unisex toilets and the radar key removed; C&MM however raised concerns as people would now be able to lock themselves in those toilets, therefore it was agreed that C&MM would look at the implications of removing the radar key before any changes were made and report back to the next UEC.
VPW felt there should be signage to show that the Union building is a breast feeding friendly area; it was agreed that a notice should be put up in the Reception area stating this.
	C&MM
VPW



	430
	Scarborough. No representation from Scarborough present.
	

	
	
	

	431
	Appointments for the Week 
a) President – UEC Away Weekend leaving at 10.00hrs on Friday. 

b) VPW and VPE meeting with the Council.

c) VPC – meeting with Street Angels on Thursday.

 
	

	432
433

	Staff Issues

Confidential
Any Other Business
(a) Last draft of motion on Israel/Palestine
Lengthy discussion regarding Sussex SU adopting a boycott of Israeli goods. VPE suggested a policy to be drawn up putting forward a judgement on the situation in the Middle East. After much discussion, vote was taken:-
Votes For - 2 (VPW/VPE)

Votes Against  - 2 (VPS/VPC)
President  decided UEC would not take action on this issue, however he was happy for VPE to take it to a larger audience in the form of a debate if he wished to do so. 
(b) Life Membership
President asked for members’ agreement to Life Membership request from Alan Joseph Williams. Agreed.
(c) NUS Disaffiliation Referendum
VPE proposed that HUU should have a referendum on NUS affiliation this Semester in order to engage students with the issue. After discussion it was suggested by VPS that this could be a hot topic question on HullStudent instead of a referendum; a poll could then be taken to gauge opinion on NUS. A debate in Hull Fire was also mentioned. 
Vote taken on whether HUU should have a referendum on NUS affiliation:-

Votes For – 2 (VPW/VPE)

Votes Against – 2 (VPS/VPC)

Votes in Abstention – 0  
Chair’s casting vote – 1 Vote Against                   Fell
Vote then taken for a poll to gauge student opinion regarding NUS:-

Votes For – 3 (VPW/VPS/VPE)

Votes Against – 1 (VPC)

Votes in Abstention – 0                                       Carried
(d) Council Tax
VPW stated that International students are being charged Council Tax whilst on Summer School courses, as they do not qualify to be exempt from this charge. VPW proposed a motion be sent to NUS Conference proposing that if within a year this has not changed and all avenues have been exhausted, then a mass national demonstration be held outside the Home Office against the charging of Council Tax to international students.

(e) Standing Orders
GM asked for meeting’s approval to simplify the regulations regarding Standing Committees. He proposed that all encumbering Standing Orders for regulations of all Standing Committees should be agreed and then individual Committee Standing Orders could be simplified by reference to this.
Hot Topic

No Hot Topic until students back on campus.
Meeting closed 1235hrs
	

	
	
	



