MINUTES OF AN OPEN POLICY FORUM
HELD ON 14TH APRIL 2008 AT 5.30PM

IN WHEATSHEAF 2



Chair:

Ed Marsh, President



Secretary:
Warwick Norris, VP(W&E)

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Open Policy Forum.  The Chair again explained the format of the meeting as follows:

1. Policies to be proposed
2. Speeches for the policies

3. Take any amendments or questions

4. Voting

Chair stated that the 3 top policies voted for would be taken to referendum in 2 weeks time.

PROPOSED POLICIES
The following policies were proposed:
1. HUU accepts that the NUS Governance Review was defeated and that the process to renew the structures must come from below. In light of this, HUU will not call for an extraordinary conference or a set of extraordinary conferences.
2. HUU to lobby the University to create a code of practice for its housing.

3. HUU accepts that 65.8% of NUS delegates voted in favour of the governance review and therefore mandates the Union to continue to engage with the governance review on all levels.

4. To introduce an electronic board to notify all students of weekly activities in the Union, i.e. sports training, society meetings/events/charity events, etc.

SPEECHES FOR THE ABOVE POLICIES
1.
HUU accepts that the NUS Governance Review was defeated and that the process to renew the structures must come from below. In light of this, HUU will not call for an extraordinary conference or a set of extraordinary conferences.
For:
· 34.2% of delegates voted against the governance review. It was defeated because of the undemocratic nature of the review.
· Those who voted against the review accept that change should occur.  It is unacceptable that the President elect of NUS has threatened to hold extraordinary conferences that would only allow sabbatical officers to vote.
· The approach and the way the governance review was carried out was not inclusive.
· There needs to be a more lengthy consultation process with students.
· We must not pass new governance through expensive extraordinary conferences presenting the same arguments.
Against:

· We saw factions mobilising against the governance review at conference. The governance review was rejected through Marxist arguments.
· The government next academic year will be debating the lifting of the cap on tuition fees. We now need a strong NUS to represent students. This will not happen with the current NUS structures.  

· We cannot totally reject any call for an extraordinary conference because we do not know yet what arguments will be presented.

Summation
· It will be likely that a future extraordinary conference will be made up of factions and sabbatical officers and therefore cannot engage with students democratically.
2.
HUU to lobby the University to create a code of practice for its housing.
For:

· A referendum on this issue will give a clear direction of what students want.  The University has a code of practice on every issue except housing.  
· The Scheme has been set up and 100% of complaints that have gone through the complaints procedure have been from University housing. Regardless of the Scheme checks, the University should have its own set of standards.

Against:

· None.
Summation
· University housing is bad. We can take a vote from students to the University.
President stood down from the Chair and VP(S&L) took the Chair for the next item:

3.
HUU accepts that 65.8% of NUS delegates voted in favour of the governance review and therefore mandates the Union to continue to engage with the governance review on all levels.

For:
· 65.8% of delegates voted for the governance review; 90% of Hull delegates voted for the governance review; and 100% the UEC delegates voted for the governance review.
· Two weeks after the conference we should not rule anything out in terms of governance.  

· We should continue to engage with the process. In the last governance review we had made 6 submissions and it was on the council agenda 3 times so at this stage we should not rule anything in or out.

Against:
· The NUS did not engage on all levels. The NUS should engage with students on the ground first. At HUU they should not just follow Comrade Wes Streeting’s view from the top

Summation
· Vote for this item to go to referendum and not for the first item so that HUU can continue to engage at all levels with NUS governance. It is better to engage than rule anything out.
VP(S&L) stood down from the Chair and the President took back the Chair.

4.
To introduce an electronic board to notify all students of weekly activities in the Union, i.e. sports training, society meetings/events/charity events, etc.

For:

· There are a lot of activities in the Union.  Weekly activities should be displayed on the TV screens currently as nothing is advertised unless it is on notice boards. We need to get people more active in the Union. For example, we need more spectators at sports matches. This would help to create pride in our teams.
Against:

· We shouldn’t be spending money for new equipment for this. We should instead put events in student calendars on the portal so that reaches everyone. Less people walk into the Union day to day than the amount of people who check their emails.
Summation
· Procedures of emails are already in place. Freshers go into the Union who need to be targeted. Many students don’t necessarily read their emails so we need new types of advertising.
VOTING
Voting took place on all of the above policies and the results were as follows:

	Policies


	Votes

	1. HUU accepts that the NUS Governance Review was defeated and that the process to renew the structures must come from below. In light of this, HUU will not call for an extraordinary conference or a set of extraordinary conferences.

2. HUU to lobby the University to create a code of practice for its housing.

3. HUU accepts that 65.8% of NUS delegates voted in favour of the governance review and therefore mandates the Union to continue to engage with the governance review on all levels.

4. To introduce an electronic board to notify all students of weekly activities in the Union, i.e. sports training, society meetings/events/charity events, etc.
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Policies 2, 3 and 4 above were put forward as policies to go to referendum.  
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