MINUTES OF AN OPEN POLICY FORUM
HELD ON 29TH OCTOBER AT 6.3OPM

IN THE CONTINENTAL CAFÉ



Chair:

Ed Marsh, President



Secretary:
Warwick Norris, VP(W&E)

The Chair welcomed everyone to the first Open Policy Forum.  The Chair explained the format of the meeting would be as follows:

1. Policies to be proposed
2. Speeches for the policies

3. Take any amendments or questions

4. Voting

Chair stated that the 3 top policies voted for would be taken to referendum in 2 weeks time.

PROPOSED POLICIES
The following policies were proposed:
1. Abolition of Men’s Officer

2. Students’ Union support of NUS governance reform.

3. HUU should not stock the Daily Mail

4. To campaign to extend the library opening hours

5. The Union should change their insurance to allow international students to drive the HUU minibus.

6. Review relations between Union Council (+ Open Forum) with HUU members.
7. Should the Union hold the last year’s President, Ciarán Norris, to account for his lack of apologies for breaking Standing Orders 2003.

8. Should HUU provide funds for societies to hold events in Scarborough/set up sister Societies in Scarborough.

9. Two priority campaigns in semester 2 at Scarborough Campus should be: to move the Students’ Union offices to the ground floor and to repair the sports facilities in Scarborough.

SPEECHES FOR THE ABOVE POLICIES
1.
ABOLITION OF MEN’S OFFICER
For:
· Does not fall under category of NUS liberation campaigns. These positions are created for minority that are under represented
· No reason for position as other roles cover the areas under Men’s Officer remit.
· Men are disproportionately represented generally across society.
· Role does not have sexist abuse aimed at it.
· Generally Students’ Union do not have a Men’s Officer

· Role based on awareness rather than having an aim or a purpose.
Against:

· Should have equal representation for men and women
· Women’s rights can also be handled by other officers.

· Are specific issues that pertain to men such as crime and prevention

2.
STUDENTS’ UNION SUPPORT OF NUS GOVERNANCE REFORM
For:

· NUS has poor financial performance

· Abolish block of 12

· Create NEC of 15

· Create external Trustees which will allow accountability and scrutiny.

Against:

· None

3. HUU SHOULD NOT STOCK DAILY MAIL
For:
· Never enacted after Council policy passed.

· Let students decide by taking to referendum.
Against:
· Can’t ban specific publications.

· No discount on Daily Mail 

· Won’t stop students reading the publication.

4. TO CAMPAIGN TO EXTEND THE LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
For:
· HYMS and medics complain library closed after their course hours have finished.

· Want extended hours to cater for assessment times.

· In summer when re-sits library only open limited hours - only 6 hours per day

Against:

· None

5. THE UNION SHOULD CHANGE THEIR INSURANCE TO ALLOW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TO DRIVE THE HUU MINIBUS
For:

· Not allowed to drive minibuses so feel discriminated against.

· ISA and Volleyball have no drivers and have to pay for drivers from their AU budget
· Must be insurance company that will allow international students to drive.

Against:

· None

6. REVIEW RELATIONS BETWEEN UNION COUNCIL (PLUS OPEN FORUM) WITH HUU MEMBERS
For:

· Students do not understand Council - more advertising needed.
· Open Forums are not appealing.

Against:

· Council passed policy to hold open forums and referendums as was seen as best way forward to engage students.
· Publicity for the open forums and referendum already being dealt with by UST.

· Priority campaign of Vote 2008 - is a campaign to increase student participation in Union democracy campaign.  
7. SHOULD THE UNION HOLD THE LAST YEAR’S PRESIDENT, CIARÁN NORRIS, TO ACCOUNT FOR HIS LACK OF APOLOGIES FOR BREAKING STANDING ORDERS 2003
For:

· C Norris was in breach of SO 2003.
· Appeals Committee ordered C Norris to apologise but he did not.

· Should apologise

· Illegally removed council members from Elections Appeals Committee
· Last year could have made the apology whilst still in office as he was on campus and on council
· C Norris Ignored direct ruling of Election Appeals Committee.

· Only way to get apology is to get a referendum
Against:

· Should consider more student-led issues to engage students in referendums
· Why should C Norris apologise now - this should have been dealt with last year.
8. SHOULD HUU PROVIDE FUNDS FOR SOCIETIES TO HOLD EVENTS IN SCARBOROUGH/ SET UP SISTER SOCIETIES IN SCARBOROUGH
For:

· Currently only 6 societies - number of societies does not correlate to the percentage of students at Hull and Scarborough.
· Lack of funding to get things done for societies for Scarborough

· If get more funding and sister societies, more events can be held e.g. ISA.

Against 

· None

9. TWO PRIORITY CAMPAIGNS IN SEMESTER 2 AT SCARBOROUGH CAMPUS SHOULD BE: TO MOVE THE STUDENTS’ UNION OFFICES TO THE GROUND FLOOR AND TO REPAIR THE SPORTS FACILITIES IN SCARBOROUGH
For:

· Presently poor Student Union facilities - is like a school common room

· Union not visible as on the third floor.

· 1 small changing room for all sports compared to Hull facilities.
· Ashamed to host sports teams.

· Need to lobby University

Against:

· How do we motivate Hull students to vote for a Scarborough policy to go to referendum?
VOTING
Voting took place on all of the above policies and the results in order of voting, were as follows in:

	Policies

	Votes

	1. The Union should change their insurance to allow international students to drive the HUU minibus .


	18

	2. Two priority campaigns in semester 2 at Scarborough Campus should be: to move the Students’ Union offices to the ground floor and to repair the sports facilities in Scarborough.


	17

	3. Should the Union hold the last year’s President, Ciarán Norris, to account for his lack of apologies for breaking Standing Orders 2003. 


	15

	4. Abolition of Men’s Officer 


	9

	5. Students’ Union support of NUS governance reform.


	4

	6. HUU should not stock the Daily Mail 


	1

	7. To campaign to extend the library opening hours 


	0

	8. Review relations between Union Council (+ Open Forum) with HUU members. 


	0

	9. Should HUU provide funds for societies to hold events in Scarborough/

     set up sister Societies in Scarborough 


	0


Policies 1, 2 and 3 above were, therefore, put forward as policies to go to referendum. 
4

