MINUTES OF AN OPEN POLICY FORUM
HELD ON 19th NOVEMBER AT 6.3OPM

AT SCARBOROUGH CAMPUS



Chair:

Ed Marsh, President



Secretary:
Warwick Norris, VP(W&E)

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Open Policy Forum at Scarborough.  The Chair again explained the format of the meeting as follows:

1. Policies to be proposed
2. Speeches for the policies

3. Take any amendments or questions

4. Voting

Chair reiterated that the 3 top policies voted for would be taken to referendum in 2 weeks time.

PROPOSED POLICIES
The following policies were proposed:
1. Actually holding a referendum

2. HUU believes that its apparently already existing policy on Trade Union membership of students should be promoted and advertised.

3. Abolition of Men’s Officer

4. To get rid of the big screen in Asylum.

5. To mandate HUU to fight for disabled access in Scarborough.

6. HUU believes that the 1917 October Revolution should be congratulated since its 90 year anniversary.
7. Mandate HUU to leave NUS if the governance reform fails.
8. Abolition of Open Policy Forums.

SPEECHES FOR THE ABOVE POLICIES
1.
ACTUALLY HOLDING A REFERENDUM
For:
· Find out what students think of referendum
· More information should be publicised about the referendum.

Against:

-
None
2.
HUU BELIEVES THAT ITS APPARENTLY ALREADY EXISTING POLICY ON TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP OF STUDENTS SHOULD BE PROMOTED AND ADVERTISED
For:

· Trade Unions are needed to support those students who are working as well as studying.
· Some students are unfairly treated by employers and are working in poor conditions.

· Students need to be made aware of Trade Unions so they are then made aware of their employment rights.

Against:

-
Trade Union are ineffective at protection students’ rights.
3.
ABOLITION OF MEN’S OFFICER

For:
· There is no need for a Men’s Officer as this diminished the effectiveness of all the other liberation campaigns.

· Men are unfairly over-represented in both society and the structure of the Student’s Union.

· Issues in the Men’s Officer remit can be easily dealt with by the Health Officer and HUSAC.

Against:
· Men are discriminated against in society, for example, job quota filling and higher unemployment rates.

· If there is no Men’s Officer position then there is no support for men who are victims.

4.
TO GET RID OF THE BIG SCREEN IN ASYLUM
For:

· Students being bullied and racist comments being displayed.

· The screen is health and safety risk as students are suffering injuries from collisions with the big screen. It was suggested that the material of the big screen could be changed so as to avoid any further injury.

Against:

· Shouldn’t close all services, for example, shutting the Bars because a minority get drunk.

5. TO MANDATE HUU TO FIGHT FOR DISABLED ACCESS IN SCARBOROUGH
For:

· Not sufficient access for disabled students at Scarborough.  

· HUU should fight for this cause.
Against:

· None

6. HUU BELIEVES THAT THE 1917 OCTOBER REVOLUTION SHOULD BE CONGRATULATED SINCE ITS 90 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
For:

· Russian Revolution established rights to abortion, divorce and homosexuality.

· Over threw the Tsar and this gave rights to the working class liberation.

Against:

· Why should we celebrate an event where more people were killed than by the Nazis in the Second World War.

· This revolution led to 1924 Stalinist killing

7. MANDATE HUU TO LEAVE NUS IF THE GOVERNANCE REFORM FAILS
For:
· Gives students the opportunity to find out more information about the governance review through a referendum 

· We should not stay in NUS if it ceases to be successful.

Against: 
· Shouldn’t be mandated to leave as it is potentially dangerous to vote “yes” if the governance reform fails.
8. ABOLITION OF OPEN POLICY FORUMS
For:
· Does not appeal to the general student body - only by those who are interested in politics.
Against:

· In principle, the idea should work. Has only fallen because of lack of advertising.  There is still the opportunity to improve so they shouldn’t be abolished.
VOTING
Voting took place on all of the above policies and the results were as follows:

	Policies

	Votes

	1.  Actually holding a referendum


	4

	2.  HUU believes that its apparently already existing policy on Trade Union membership of students should be promoted and advertised.


	2

	3.  Abolition of Men’s Officer


	17

	4.  To get rid of the big screen in Asylum.


	4

	5. To mandate HUU to fight for disabled access in Scarborough.


	26

	6. HUU believes that the 1917 October Revolution should be congratulated since its 90 year anniversary.


	3

	7. Mandate HUU to leave NUS if the governance reform fails.


	1

	8. Abolition of Open Policy Forums.


	4


Policies 3 and 4 above were put forward as policies to go to referendum.  As there was a draw of 4 votes for policies 4 and 8, voting took place between the two (as a show of hands).  As a result, policy number 4 was taken forward as a policy to go to referendum.
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