MINUTES OF AN OPEN POLICY FORUM
HELD ON 11TH FEBRUARY 2008 AT 6.30PM

IN THE JOHN McCARTHY BAR



Chair:

Ed Marsh, President



Secretary:
Warwick Norris, VP(W&E)

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Open Policy Forum.  The Chair again explained the format of the meeting as follows:

1. Policies to be proposed
2. Speeches for the policies

3. Take any amendments or questions

4. Voting

Chair stated that the 3 top policies voted for would be taken to referendum in 2 weeks time.

PROPOSED POLICIES
The following policies were proposed:
1. Hull School

2. To allow Human Rights Groups to hold effective collections and politely approach students for signatures in line with other policies and clubs.

3. Candidates in student elections should not have people other than Hull University students campaign for them on campus.

4. Hull University Union should give priority to performing arts societies in terms of performance spaces.

5. Hull University Union should not charge societies to use Student Union facilities, i.e. Asylum to carry out their chosen activities.

6. Hull University Union should push the University to upgrade internet connections on Auckland and Cranbrook Avenue from dial up to broadband.

7. Should there be an investigation into the hiring of strippers at Hull University Union.

SPEECHES FOR THE ABOVE POLICIES
1.
HUU rejects the role of business and sponsorship in education and notes with sadness that the University of Hull is the primary sponsor for a new City Academy to replace Sir Henry Cooper School. HUU should oppose the new Academy through lobbying and direct action to vocalise student opposition to the further marketisation of education.
For:
· Education is about teaching children and should not be influenced by businesses.
· There is a threat that if it is controlled by business, local children will not be admitted into the school.
· It is a sad situation that the University is contributing to this and students should oppose it.
Against:

-
The school in questions needs all the funding it can get and sponsorship boosts will improve the budget so the school will be able to improve its facilities.
2.
To allow Human Rights Groups to hold effective collections and politely approach students for signatures in line with other policies and clubs.
For:

· The current situation for the Human Rights groups is that they must keep collection tins on tables and are not allowed to approach students to contribute to charity fundraising.  This has decreased their average day collections from £200 to £20.
· This means that the society are having to turn down requests for campaigns because they are not raising enough money. 

· They have never received a written complaint about their fundraising.

· It is not their objective to harass students.  They wish to only politely approach them.

Against:

-
None.
3.
Candidates in student elections should not have people other than Hull University students campaign for them on campus.

For:
· In the past outside organisations have been helping candidates in the HUU elections.  Elections should only have Hull University students campaigning in Hull elections.
Against:
· This would limit democracy in the Union if the number of campaigns is limited.
4.
Hull University Union should give priority to performing arts societies in terms of performance spaces.

For:

· There seems to be confusion in the booking of space for societies. Would like to be able to perform in appropriate space within the Union and for a clearer system of booking this space.

Against:

-
None

5. 
Hull University Union should not charge societies to use Student Union facilities, i.e. Asylum to carry out their chosen activities.

For:

· Societies are paying hundreds of pounds to use and perform in Union facilities.  HUU should provide free space to societies as they are not being used at that time.
Against:

-
Instead of the space being free, there should be a reduced charge for societies so the Union can still make a profit.
Amendment to this Policy  To include the following:  
AU clubs should also be allowed to hire sports facilities for free for training and matches.  
This amendment was voted on and accepted.

For:

· If societies and AU clubs have to continue paying to use space, they may not be able to continue to perform using HUU facilities.
Against:

· None
6.
Hull University Union should push the University to upgrade internet connections on Auckland and Cranbrook Avenue from dial up to broadband.
For:

· Dial up connection is too slow. Many students who live on these roads are international and would like to use Skype and MSN messenger but cannot do this on dial up connection.
Against:

· A tender has gone out to provide broadband and this should be available by the summer
As a result of the above speech against, the policy was removed from voting.

7.
Should there be an investigation into the hiring of strippers at Hull University Union.

For:
· This should be an investigation into why strippers were booked at HUU as there were serious safety concerns.
· There should have been more consultation between the sabbatical officers.

· Should be investigated as to why it had been cancelled as students had bought tickets and if they wanted the event to go ahead, why was it cancelled. Students should be able to make their own choices as to whether they attend or not.

Against:

· What would the investigation entail? Would it be useful to have an investigation as it has already been cancelled.
· This issue should not be debated in this arena as it is a political issue rather than an issue of Union policy.

As a result of the above speech against, the policy was removed from voting.

VOTING
Voting took place on all of the above policies and the results were as follows:

	Policies


	Votes

	1.  HUU rejects the role of business and sponsorship in education and notes with sadness that the University of Hull is the primary sponsor for a new City Academy to replace Sir Henry Cooper School. HUU should oppose the new Academy through lobbying and direct action to vocalise student opposition to the further marketisation of education.

	8

	2.  To allow Human Rights Groups to hold effective collections and politely approach students for signatures in line with other policies and clubs.


	32


	3.   Candidates in student elections should not have people other than Hull University students campaign for them on campus.


	37


	4.  Hull University Union should give priority to performing arts societies in terms of performance spaces.


	14

	5.   Hull University Union should not charge societies to use Student Union facilities, i.e. Asylum to carry out their chosen activities.


	34


	6.   Hull University Union should push the University to upgrade internet connections on Auckland and Cranbrook Avenue from dial up to broadband

	Deleted

	7.Should there be an investigation into the hiring of strippers at Hull University Union.


	Deleted


Policies 2, 3 and 5 above were put forward as policies to go to referendum.  
1

