Disabled Students’ Officer’s Council
(Disabled Students’ Committee)
Minutes of meeting held in MR1, 3rd floor, HUU Building

14.00 hrs, Thursday 27th November 2008

Present: Stephen Lee, Disabled Students’ Officer, Coralie Tringham, VP Welfare, David Mennear, Kevin Fish

Apologies for absence: Amanda Dunn

1)Intercalation  It was apparent that intercalation was a state that wasn’t well understood, and wasn’t well communicated.  Anecdotal evidence suggested that disabilities tutors were not explaining intercalation, and also that Disability Services instantly washed their hands of a disabled student during intercalation despite the fact that this was probably a time of greater stress. Resolved  that the implications of intercalation be investigated with a view to publishing a helpful document detailing nuances, and to try and get depts to be more forthcoming about it to students thus affected.
2) Absence of low level computer terminals in HUU building for wheel chair users.  This had been noted some months back, but the work had not been put in hand.  Resolved  Wheelchair users to get together and settle on a generic specification, to be passed to Building Manager for implementation.

3) Red night club (www.hullred.co.uk) for disabled clients was in discussion about future events here with the HUU entertainments manager, who also would encourage disabled clients by letting them in early to major events, and admitting their attendants free. Resolved Committee endorsed any disabilities friendly move.
4) UHU minibuses.  Official HUU policy is that for insurance purposes only university students and staff may travel on HUU minibuses (or those hired in by HUU).  This was discriminatory against disabled students having external helpers. Resolved  To investigate this practice and to recommend the cessation of this discrimination as soon as possible.

Next meeting  
Wednesday January 14th 2009 at 15.00 hours, meeting room 1 HUU Building
