VICE-PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC REPRESENTATION)

REPORT ON UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES TO COUNCIL ON
MONDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 2009
· Widening Participation: The new Aim higher database that can track and monitor students from the backgrounds that would not usually attend university has been set up. This should enable the university to stick to its widening participation agenda.

· HUSSO was commended for its outstanding work in helping the universities widening participation agenda.

· Research Degrees Committee: New Framework for PHD students to enable there supervisors and them selves to have a rough template of how far along in there PHD they should be at a certain point in time this was for full time and part time students.
· Looking at the Student Written Submission there was an issue on what PHD students can do about there Supervisors if they want to change. The system for this is going to be more widely advertised to the students so that they know.
· Learning Teaching and Enhancement: Student Voice Event to be held on the 11th of March in staff house you should start seeing things about this by the end of the week. 

· Update on the bid for funding to the national teaching fellowship for research; this was turned down again due to the focused nature of the submission, discussion to take place next time on should we submit a more generic submission.

· Student Experience and Centre Life Long Learning review: For part time students a trial of extended opening hours in the wheel house cafe to be attempted so that when they come in at an evening or a Sunday there is catering for them. It was also noted to inform more students about the catering and facilities in the students union.

· It was confirmed that any new parking that is considered for part time students the provision for disabled spaces would be addressed.

· Library opening hours have been a great success with lots of students using them. Overwhelming numbers of students filled out the survey which is why the report has not been published yet as they are still collating the data.

· Discussions about the uptake of PDP and the fact that it needs to be rebranded. the need to inform students about what PDP there already doing without realising it was discussed and should PDP be linked to employability was also mentioned.

· There is a lower rate of reported crime this year than in comparison last year. This is fantastic.

· A new code of practice is being looked at for joint and with students this should enable the more effective management of them so that they don’t get pushed into the wayside. 

· The need for wireless internet has been discussed it would cost about 2million pounds to make the entire hull campus wireless so whether the branding of Wireless hotspots needs to be addressed. 

· University Learning and Teaching Assessment Committee: Draft Timetabling policy has been sent from here to the university senate to be ratified. This has had removed from it the suggestion that lectures should start at 9am after a successful campaign to engage with students to see what they actually thought about it.
· The student voice cafe event has been delegated down to LTEC and as stated earlier you will start to hear about this more.

· Wireless networking should be looked at in the university. Mentioned earlier.

· Information Services Committee: Library extended opening hours went ahead was a great success report to follow as stated earlier.

· Questions raised in this committee as to why Hull only spends £226 per Full time Equivalent Student on books and £100 on information provision this is going to be fed into the next round of the budgeting and reviewed then.

· Green computing has become a bigger issue and the university are looking into power saving methods ect.

· Provision for IT needs to be addressed there are some computers that are hardly used so these services need to be targeted to specific areas rather than just randomly.

· Program Approvals Monitoring Enhancement Committee: Heads of approvals committees have been moved around so that the work load can be spread more evenly so that there time can be spent putting more effort into the ones that they do look like.

· Approved a lot of new courses which will expand the universities provision to students giving them greater choice both abroad and in England.      
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