Minutes of Academic Council held on 20nd November 2007 at 6.30

1.
Attendance
Daniel Harrison, Vice-President (Academic Representation) (Chair)

Jemima Lloyd, Advice Centre (Minutes)

Ruth Ovia 

Amanda Wheble

Ondres Miklas

Matty Brown

Abdulaziz Almobti

Katie Sadler

Sarah Kelly

Karl Cousins, Library Services

2.
Apologies

Kate Stringer

Lisa Greg-Uanseru

The apologies were given to VPAR in advance and taken as read. 

2.
Matters Arising from last meeting

Many had continuing issues with print credit machines not being accessible; students were assured these will be installed in the union this academic year. 
3.
Library Services

Karl Cousins began with an update library services. 


An extensive survey was undertaken on library services at the Keith Donaldson Library. Concerns were identified about the library opening hours, short term loans, noise and others. A summary of which will be sent to Tom and Harri asap. Much of these concerns are to be worked into next years objectives.

· Cosmetic changes have occurred, new book boxes, networked PC’s and more.

And finally, the structure of the KDL is altering, to allow the library and IT Services to be line managed by Scarborough.
.

Q1. Can the KDL provide more quiet study spaces?
A- Noise is the study room, is a recognised issue, but a short term solution is difficult to reach, as due to lack of space there must be a balance between absolute quiet spaces and spaces allowing group work and discussion. The KDL try to regularly patrol these study spaces in an attempt to tackle this, and does enforce this. A short term solution may be to move the study area nearer to the staffed areas to enable stricter supervision. This idea can be looked into further in conjunction with the SU, and all other ideas to tackle this are welcomed.
Q2.  Can Students with Dyslexia have extra compensation in accessing library services, such as extra time for STL’s etc.?


A-The KDL will talk to Disabilities Services about this issue and Harri will take it 
to the BJL manager to get a definitive answer, and report back.

Q3. There is not enough space for students to gather on the Scarborough campus?

A-
Space is generally a problem in the library and on campus. It is hoped that long term this will be improved by the ‘NEW BUILD’ planned for 2 years time. Allowing much more space for students and hopefully solving this issue.
Q4. Students who wish to renew a book can’t sometimes as they have been requested and the renewal is denied, is the student renewing be told about a request when it is made?

A-
Yes, students are sent an email generated by Hull, but Karl with check on this and report back to Harri. It is definitely logged on the library account, so students can access what is requested and when, to allow them to plan how they use the books.
Q5. Is the fines system the same as Hull?

A-
Yes, this is meant for parity although the STL’s are slightly different. 

Q6. Are the Print Credits systems the same on both campuses?
A-
Yes, but this will be checked and reported back.

Q7. Could the free print credits for first years be transferred to student in their final years, as they are more useful at this time of study?

A-
This can be looked into and confirmed at a later stage
Q8. Can some of the STL’s at Hull that are required reading for English be transferred to Hull?

A- STL’s cannot be transferred as time is lost that students could use in transporting the books to Scarborough. For important books for courses students must put pressure on tutor to contact the KDL directly about ordering the required books. Digital copies can be ordered for popular texts making it more accessible to a greater number of students. There is not enough money for books so the KDL tries to get the next best alternative. KDL stressed tutors, lecturers and departments have the power to ensure the right books are available, so students must put pressure on them. It was also suggested that these issues can be raised during Staff/Student Committees. 

Q9. Can Scarborough have a Disabilities Specific printer?

A- Yes, this will be coming soon.

Thanks were given to Karl for attending Academic Council.

4.
Reports

A. See attached Academic Committee Minutes.

B. Quad One and black board have improved and lecturers are tackling difficult students.
C. Car Parking continues to be an issue, particularly with local students with children who aren’t permitted to park on site as they live too close. The car parking attendants have experienced many fraudulent applications for car parking spaces, so are reluctant to be lenient with local students. Tom will investigate this and report back. 
5 Review of Training

Feedback on the recent Student rep training was asked for

A. Not many people in attendance attended the training, Harri assured all this was not compulsory but the announcements were useful and important.

B. The Quality rep would like some information on their role. Harri provided this.

C. Some reps were concerned they hadn’t signed anything; Harri assured them they didn’t have to.

Concern was expressed over the lateness of training, but it was set for later to allow mature, p/t and work placement students to attend.   

NOTE.  Harri said, the number of student reps this year have set a record. 61% turned up to training, which is great as if students know what they are doing they can be more effective reps.

6. AOB (any other business)
A. Warwick gave out ADVICE CENTRE, Scarborough Post-it notes and spoke on behalf of Nora about her role and what the AC can do to help students during their time at Uni.
B. The Local team and the Sabbs are holding an OPEN FORUM on Monday the 10th Dec ’07 for students to come to ask any questions of the team they wish; there will be drinks and a buffet.

C. A student would like to PRAISE a 2nd year Psychology of Learning lecturer. They are very supportive, always offers help, and is very approachable and excellent lecturer.

D. ATM MACHINE, the broken one is being removed and a new free withdrawals one will replace it. Tom urges students to use it as the bank are expecting 3,000 transactions a month to cover its costs. The contract for this will run for 5 years, with a 1 year probationary period. So PLEASE USE!

E. Concern was expressed about the CANTEEN. It was said the food is horrible and v. expensive. Other students have made a complaint against a member of canteen staff for being very rude. Tom will attend a catering review next week where all these issues will be raised, in the hope that changes can be made.
F. PARKING. Lectures have had to be moved back by 15 mins to allow for some students to find places to park in the morning. This is a continuing problem as no more permits are available. Fraudulent application are being made for car parking spaces, as the criteria for spaces are so strict and only accounts for students travelling over a 70 mile radius. Harri will assist Tom in looking into this and will report back during the Open Forum.
G. FAULTY POSITION VACANCY. A link to more details for this will be sent with these minutes if anyone is interested in this.

H. ELECTRONIC ELECTIONS. Concern was expressed by the absence of paper ballots, and it was thought not everyone has access to hullstudent.com as some are not registered. Harri assured all that all students are automatically registered and they can find their log and password details by asking Janet. Harri made it clear that voting electronically will become the NORM and there will be an increased amount of publicity filtering through raising awareness of online elections. Electronic help will be at hand if required during elections and sabbs want to raise voting rates and online voting will be the future.

I. WEBSITE. Harri urged all that this must become more of a daily activity for reps, as Sabbs rely on it for passing on info.
J. Faulty rep Numbers are really good, and the Quality reps also show increased involvement which is Great!

K. SMOKING AREA. Opinion is still being canvassed on this matter. Students want this but SMT have an overall policy not to encourage smoking as do the Health Committee, however this is all but confirm to happen in the new year.

Date of the next meeting : 19th February 2008.
