MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2007
 AT 6.30 PM IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Present: (non voting membership)




President 



Ciarán Norris




VP (Finance & Democracy)

Peter West-Oram




VP (Media & Communications)

Erica Stevenson




VP (Academic Representation)

David Morris




VP (Welfare & Equality)


Bryony Paice




VP (HUSSO SCA) 


Tracey Jenner




VP (Scarborough Campus) 

Mark Goodman



VP (Sport & Leisure)


Alex Yarnley



General Manager


Paul Tatton




Minute Secretary



Sarah Blount



16 Elected Councillors (with portfolio)




From Finance 



Jay Webster



From Societies Council


Kat Hardman



From HUSSO



Chris Lyne



From Athletic Union


Tom Waiting



From Athletic Union


Alex Reppold



From Welfare Support Committee

Ed Jacobs



From Academic Council


Thomas Peterson



From Academic Council


Daniel Harrison



From Scarborough Exec Committee
Rick Chadwick



From Scarborough Exec Committee
Andrea Mohrig




From International Students Association
Vignesh Ellayah



16 Elected Councillors (without portfolio)



Sarah Alexander-James, David Chapman, Darren Grainger, Tammy Guy-Jobson, Iain Keers, James Maiden, Ed Marsh, Nick Ridsdill, Emma Sharp, Robert Silby, Marc Thompson, Mark Tyson
President took the Chair.

7133.
1 Minute Silence   The Chair asked for a 1 minute silence in memory of Robert Moreton (known as Bobby), a HYMS student, who was sadly killed in a road accident recently.  The Chair sent out council’s condolences to his family and friends.

7134
Election of Chair Council   The Chair asked for nominations for Chair Council. The following were put forward:


(a)
Emma Sharp


(b)
Marc Thompson








The President, as Chair, asked if members had any objection to him staying in the Chair whilst the voting cards were being counted. There was no objection.

7135
Report by President on Incident on 10th February 2007 on Cranbrook Avenue

The President informed councillors that there had been an incident on Cranbrook Avenue on 10th February which had resulted in 2 students being stabbed.  The President read out the official statement from the University on the incident and asked that if councillors had any information or they needed any welfare support, the following numbers were available: counselling services: 01482 465166; Crime Stoppers UK: 0800555111; Humberside Police: 0845 6060222 (quoting log no. 120, 10th February 2007 at 3.00am).  The President reported that at his meeting with the Vice-Chancellor, he had raised this issue and stressed the need to prioritise safety for students on and around campus.  The Vice-Chancellor had confirmed that he would follow this up with the police.  President stressed to council that they must not walk home alone and try and use taxis.  Confirmed that HUU would be working closely with the police and the University on this issue and would keep members updated.  M Rourke asked for HUU’s position with regard to putting more pressure on the University to provide more police support at the halls of residence.  The President confirmed that he would look into the official police policy on this.
7136

Apologies were received from Ian Adderley (councillor) and Michael Maguire (councillor), Tom Metcalfe (VP(Scarb) candidate) and Eleanor Smith (VP(W&E) candidate), 
7137.
Resignations  received from Tom Digby (councillor) and Neil Cropper (councillor).
7138.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  Agreed.
7139.
Matters Arising  None.
7140.
Reports
a.
UEC and Personnel

President introduced UEC minutes of 5/12/06 and 12/12/06 and reported the following:
-
Attended last AU Council of old system

-
Attended the NEYAH Council in Leeds

-
Enjoyed Christmas and New Year Holiday and was back to work on Thursday 4th January 2007.
-
Had a strategic day on Tuesday 9th Jan with UEC which was very productive

-
On Thursday 11th Jan held interviews for Sports and Fitness Centre Duty Managers.
-
On Thursday 18th Jan chaired Grievance Panel for staff issue

-
On Friday 19th Jan attended NUS Strategic Conversation in Leicester with Paul Tatton, General Manager
-
On Wednesday 24th Jan attended University Court with all of UEC and Julie Watson, Human Resources Manager, and delivered the President’s annual speech from which there was good feedback

-
On Thursday 25th and Friday 26th Jan attended the Winter Graduation Ceremonies

-
On Monday 29th Jan attended the NUS Regional Conference in Leeds

-
On Friday 2nd Feb attended Robert Moreton’s funeral in Wiltshire.
-
On Tuesday 6th Feb assisted with the AU Hustings

-
On Wednesday 7th Feb attended the Procedural Meeting for UEC candidates

-
On Thursday 8th Feb held interviews for the Administrative Co-ordinator and attended the HUSSO AGM in the evening, which went very well

-
On Friday 9th Feb attended SUEi session in AMSU day

-
On Monday 12th Feb voted in the AU elections


Questions?  None.
b.

Constitution, Finance & Commercial Services and Societies
Vice-President (Finance & Democracy) introduced minutes of Finance Committee of 13/12/06, Society Council of 5/12/06 and Societies Exec of 7/12/06.  Referred to reports in UEC minutes on hullstudent.com and highlighted the following:
· Week 12 last Semester, Attended a meeting of the campus improvement Working Group -  continuing with the development of the estates strategy.

· On Tuesday 9th Jan attended a strategy meeting with the rest of UEC which very productive and helped to focus on our main objectives for the semester.

· Had several meetings regarding the Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative.

· Attended two meetings of the Learning and Teaching Team.

· Had several meetings regarding the vacant space on the first floor with VP (HUSSO SCA).

· Attended University Court was very interesting.

· Attended two days of Winter Graduations.

· Attended the NUS Regional Conference which was an interesting day.
· Attended a presentation from our Investment Fund Managers, Cazenove, which was very interesting and a good insight into what they actually do.

· Attended University Senate.

· Attended and helped to organise the Refreshers Fair on 5th February.

· Chaired the Procedural meeting for elections last week which was well attended.

· Attended a workshop on “Challenging Behaviour”.
· Held my first Sabbatical Surgery.

· Attended the HUSSO AGM which was a lot of fun and I would like to offer my congratulations to the VP(HUSSO SCA) on her excellent chairing.

Questions?  
-
B Silby asked if there was a figure of how much was spent on the smoking referendum?  VP(F&D) stated that he did not have an exact figure.

-
I Keers referred to the NUS Regional Conference on 29th January 2007 and stated that delegates are normally elected from the governing body of the Union to attend.  Asked who had attended this Conference and how they had been elected?  President replied that himself as Delegation Leader had attended together with VP(F&D), VP(W&E), VP(M&C), VP(Scarb) and VP(AR).  Explained that normally the election for Annual Conference is held cross campus and the Regional Conferences are elected in Council but due to the large agenda of the last Council meeting, this had not been done.  As the election was held out of semester time and a Council meeting could not be called, he had, as acting Chair of Council, decided to take the above members of UEC to Conference. Stated that he had been approached by some councillors since and that they had asked why delegates elected to the last Conference had not been nominated to go.  President explained that, in his capacity of acting Chair Council, he did not feel this was democratic.  
-
I Keers stated that this was in contravention of NUS rules and regulations.  The President stated that it was not as a decision had to be made out of term time and at that time he was acting as the Chair of the governing body for HUU.   

-
B Silby asked “Do you think the NUS should be a national union of students and not sabbatical officers”.  President confirmed that this was a quote from his manifesto so as to educate Council to the source of the quote, the President stated that out of semester time, he was acting as the Chair of the governing body.  

-
I Keers asked if the President did not agree that although the Council agenda had been full, it would only have taken 10 minutes to hold an election and that in future, members of UEC should ensure that this time is taken to hold an election.  The President stated that he appreciated this point and that it was not just up to UEC but also to councillors to write the agenda.  Added that when Council hear his report, they will actually be glad that they did not attend.  President also stated that this was time to question VP(F&D).  He also stated that councillors had asked him questions.
Addition to President’s Report
President reported that in order to keep the Sabbatical Code of Conduct in line with the changes in the Constitution, alterations had to be made.  These had been done out of council sessions as the newly named Union Executive Committee Code of Conduct needed to be ready in time for the Semester 2 elections Procedural Meeting.  Confirmed that these changes had been promulgated on www.hullstudent.com and the official notice board.  Asked if council had any objections to this?  There were none.
7141.
Election of Chair

The President reported that the result of the election of Chair was now known and announced the following:


Emma Sharp elected

The President stood down from the Chair and asked that members take into account that this would be E Sharp’s first time in the Chair.  E Sharp took the Chair.

7142
Election of Deputy Chair

Chair asked for nominations for the position of Deputy Chair. The following was put forward:


Marc Thompson
elected unopposed

7143
Election of Deputy Secretary

Chair asked for nominations for the position of Deputy Secretary. The following was put forward:


Emma Jessop elected unopposed
The Chair reverted back to the Agenda and asked VP(AR) to continue with the Reports:

c.
Academic and Representation

Vice-President (Academic Representation) referred to reports in UEC minutes and highlighted the following:
-  
Had my Personal Development Review which went well.

-
Convened two meetings for mature students which generated some useful ideas.

-
Was at a highly productive UEC Strategy day which covered things such as the HUSSO merger and SUEI (the Student Union Evaluation Initiative).

-
Attended the first University of Hull L&T Conference, which will become an annual event. I was one of the people doing a workshop in the afternoon session and the topic I covered was student feedback. I got many positive responses from the academics who attended it.

-
Met my new Postgrad Senate Representative.

-
Chaired two meetings of the PDP Working Group that is part of the programme of work for the Student Experience Committee. We have made significant progress and I have recently submitted a draft report to be included in the committee papers for the next SEC meeting.

-
Attended University Court along with members of UEC and two of my Senate reps. I also attended the partnerships exhibition beforehand.

-
Attended 4 graduation ceremonies with the President, VP(F&D) and GM. Honorary degrees were given to Major General Patrick Cordingley, Andrew Chen, Prof. Russell Ackoff, Jane Tomlinson and Michael Apted.

-
Attended the NUS Regional Conference in Leeds with the President, VP(F&D), VP(W&E), VP(M&C) and VP(Scarborough).

-
Was at a Cazenove seminar with the GM, VP(F&D) and VP(S&L).

-
Attended University Senate and two of the major topics were changes to the University’s statutes and the Human Resources Strategy.

-
Had my mentor meeting with the GM which went well.

-
Was at the procedural meeting for election candidates.

-
Was on the interview panel for the Admin Co-ordinator job.



Questions?  None

d.
Media & Communications


Vice-President (Media and Communications) referred to reports in UEC minutes and highlighted the following:
-   Attended an NSS (National Student Survey) meeting with VP(Scarb) and University Marketing

-   I had an interview with Gloria Ho from the ARKH refugee befriending project for Hullfire and completed my application to be a befriender on the project. 

-   Had a great Christmas and New Year and got proposed to!

-   Attended the Environmental Action Group which was productive. Went over my proposal for cross campus recycling bins. These will cost about £200 per unit so am working with University Estates and the University Energy Manager on bulk buying these as the City Council don’t currently supply them. Also worked with experts creating a ‘travel plan’ for the University staff and students.

-   Am currently recruiting 2 part time student staff to do all the recycling of glass, plastic, paper etc for Asylum, bars, offices everywhere in the Union after working with the University’s Finance Director, Keith Stephenson, on making savings on what we’d usually put in landfill. If members would like to apply for one of the jobs, please see the Job Exchange Co-ordinator.
-    With members of the Environmental Committee and the University Energy Manager, Ian Gibbs, went to the Lawns to reinforce the challenge. Met with the Lawns wardens to support the campaign.

-   Gave a guided tour and an interview/questionnaire with the Push guides (kind of rough guide to Uni) and wowed him with our great facilities and friendly atmosphere.

-   Attended the re freshers fair with Jam and Hullfire

-   Attended the HUSSO AGM - well done to VP(HUSSO SCA) and everyone in HUSSO.
-   Designed and got out the February edition of Hullfire.
-   JAM is now fully online so you can actually listen on any computer anywhere. It’s playing from the box office but will be playing everywhere possible as soon as we get some strategically placed computers to stream from.  Expect a big publicity drive soon.
-   Working on the election Hullfire supplement. 


Questions?  
-
M Thompson asked if VP(M&C) had said “yes” to the marriage proposal?  VP(M&C) stated that it was a bit tricky as he lived in New Zealand.

GM entered the meeting and announced the following;

7144.
Result of Athletic Union President (preferred candidate VP(Sport & Leisure)) election

GM announced the following result in the voting for the above position:


Lieselotte Bennett

86


Tim Green

22


Hannah Shooman
126


Hannah Shooman elected
Chair, on behalf of council, congratulated Hannah Shooman on her election.


e.
HUSSO Student Community Action


Vice-President (HUSSO SCA) introduced minutes of HUSSO Executive Committee of 5/12/06 and referred to reports in UEC minutes on hullstudent.com. Highlighted the following:

-   Attended Christmas dinner at table 13 

-   Held one to one meetings with my executive committee 

-   Had a three weeks holiday - during my holiday I met with the founder of HUSSO Derek Forster

-   Attended the UEC strategic review day 

-   Have been working with VP(F&D) about acquiring the vacant space on the 1st floor 

-   Have had several meetings with Patrick Scott (CVP) in line with the HUSSO CVP Agreement 

-   Have spent a lot of time working on the HUSSO/HUU merger which was passed at the HUSSO AGM on Thursday 

-   Sent out a lot of thank you letters to members of University staff that had donated money to HUSSO in response to the Christmas appeal letter - a total of £1590 

-   Have attended many meetings about SUEI
-   Met with James Richardson (Director of the International office) and Jenny Skefington (HOST) to discuss the involvement of international students in the community




-   Had a mentor meeting with Julie Watson, Human Resources Manager, which was very 
 


    helpful so thank you to Julie 

-   Have spent a lot of time working on a proposal to the University’s Senior Management Team about the union taking over the work of CVP 

-   Attended University Court. 

-   Attended the AU/HUSSO procedural meeting 
-   Attended two HUSSO exec meetings 

-   Attended the meeting about refreshers fair and then attended refreshers fair 

-   Had a meeting with HRM to sort out the recruitment pack for the Community Volunteer Coordinator 

-   Held an Induction for HUSSO 

-   Held a child protection session for Medsin HYMS 

-   Had a meal with my HUSSO exec to celebrate the last years work. 

-   Attended the procedural meeting for all election candidates 

-   Spent a lot of time organising the HUSSO AGM and then attended the AGM where Craig Phillips was elected as my successor - Congratulations to Craig. 

Questions?  
· A councillor asked what “SUEI” stood for?  VP(HUSSO SCA) stated that it stood for Student Union Evaluation Initiative and likened it to an accreditation of Investors in People for Student Unions.
· A Councillor asked if there was a document available that listed all the acronyms and their meanings?  VP(F&D) confirmed there was in the Guide to Council.
f.       Sport & Leisure
Vice-President(Sports & Leisure) introduced minutes of AU Council on 6/12/06 and referred to reports in UEC minutes on hullstudent.com.  Highlighted the following:
-
Firstly, congratulations to Hannah Shooman on her election.

-
Attended the BUSA/UCS symposium, where the option of merging was the hot topic. After a days talking and negotiation a vote was taken and in favour of taking the merger to the next step. I also volunteered myself to sit on the review panel to go through the stages of the merger. This means Hull will have direct input into the set up of the new organisation.

-
Attended a UCS Yorkshire forum discussing how FE and HE can work together better and to see how UCS can go forward to be a lead player in sport.

-
Have finally got a Sport Strategy Working Group, that will meet for the first time on Monday 19th Feb

-
BUSA leagues have all ended with the exception of the rugby’s. Can I congratulate all the teams on their hard work throughout the season and a special mention to football, volleyball, rugby league and riding on their great seasons.

-
Started the new AU meeting structure, this seems to be working well and will remain under review, but I am confident this new format will improve the input to the AU from its members.

-
Attended a charities presentation by Casenove with VP (F&D), VP (AR) and GM in London, an informative day and reassuring our money is safe.

-
Busy sorting out AU and sabbatical elections: Hustings, The vote and procedural meeting.

-
Keith Morris Head of Sport is leaving us after 10 years of service, he is moving on to Leeds Met University and we wish him all the very best in his new job.
-
Two Duty Managers were appointed and have started at the SFC.

-
Ski and Snowboard had a very successful winter trip to Austria where they won medals in various fields of ski and snowboard

-
Tour has been finalised and we have 264 tourists going to Salou on 31st March

-
Had a meeting with VP (W&E) and the union health officer with Pyspher regarding the healthy bodies healthy minds week in march.

-
Have been working with my Admin Assistant to get Trophy presentation under way for 20th April, with guest speaker Willie Thorn ,tickets on sale now at £25!! Bargain

-
Have had various meetings with HoS regarding the costing of sport provisions for next year.

-
Attended the HUSSO AGM which was a great success, well done VP(HUSSO SCA)

-
Attended several SUEi meetings

-
Attended University Court with my fellow Sabbs

Questions?  
-
VP(HUSSO SCA) asked who Willie Thorne was?  VP(S&L) explained that he was a very famous snooker player.


g.
Welfare & Equality


VP(Welfare & Equality ) introduced the minutes of the Welfare & Equality Committee of 12/12/06 and 30/01/07 and referred to reports in UEC minutes on hullstudent.com and highlighted the following:

-  Attended the Welfare and Equality meeting

-  Attended Rachel Shepherd’s leaving presentation at the SFC

-  Had a Personal Development Review
-  Attended the Memorial Service in Middleton Hall for Helen Richardson

-  Attended the Race Equality Committee where we did fine toothing of the race equality policy

-  Went on the LGBT Christmas social in Leeds

-  Attended the Nursery Christmas party in Asylum for the children

-  Had a very productive Student Safety meeting with the President and councillors

-  Took round mince pies and drinks to staff at Christmas
-  Attended the strategy day with UEC

-  Had various Smart Water meetings

-  Went to the Student Assembly Against Racism meeting in Leeds (SAAR)

-  Have had several SUEI meetings

-  Attended the Gender Working Group meeting

-  Was a witness at a staff tribunal

-  Attended a tasking meeting with the Northern Ward - 'crime & grime'

-  In the process of organising another charity gig for mental health - healthy bods week

-  Attended a Hate Crime meeting

-  Went to the Nightline AGM

-  Attended University Court

-  Attended the Regional NUS Conference

-  Had more police meetings

- Went to Scarborough campus
-  Attended the Community Safety Meeting for University Ward

-  Went to the Refreshers fair

-  Attended the Scheme Accommodation fair

-  Went to the election Procedural meeting

-  Attended the Advice Centre Management Committee elections

-  Went to discussions on the moving of Nightline

-  Also met Peter Levy at BBC Look North

Questions?  None.
h.
Scarborough Campus


Vice-President(Scarborough Campus) introduced the minutes of Scarborough Executive of 7/12/06, 25/01/07 and 01/02/07. Referred to reports in UEC minutes and highlighted the following:
-
Welcome back, and hope that all councillors had a good Christmas and new year and that you all enjoyed it responsibly.  

-
UEC have been working on the SUEI project. 

-
Had a very successful refreshers week with many events organised including a trip to Asylum that was so popular we had to put a second bus on – an event that differently will be happing again.

-
Had my first sabbatical surgery and Scarborough campus had its first open forum which was attended by 2 students but was very interesting.

-
Have been working with VP(AR) and the other members of the Student Experience Committee to work out our objectives.

-
Have launched “Give it a Go” in Scarborough with a brilliant schedule of events planned and I must say thanks to Nick Clarke, Student Activities Co-ordinator, for working so hard in getting this organised.

-
Have got a new sports team signing up and are looking forward to entering them into BUSA.

-
Attended University Court - congratulations to the President on his speech.

-
Attended NUS Regional Conference.

-
All of the members of the Scarborough Exec are working hard on organising committees but the advantages can already be seen.

-
Congratulations to Tom Metcalfe who is Scarborough Campus preferred candidate, and may I wish all of the candidates the best of luck and enjoy your weeks campaigning - its great fun.

-
Attended the Open day

-
Sponsored walk took place.
-
Rag week is taking place this week and there are loads of different events happening though out this week, and our annual RAG Mag is out now, and it only costs 50p!

-
Have been working on Standing Orders and objectives for Scarborough and will be working on budgets tomorrow morning with the Wayne Cullen, the Scarborough Union Manager.
-
Congratulations to the President for his last Chair of Council.


Questions?  
-
B Silby asked which was VP(Scarb)’s favourite joke in the RAG mag?  VP(Scarb) stated that he had not yet had time to look through them all as the magazine had only just got back from the printers last week.
-
A councillor asked how VP(Scarb) planned to get more students to attend open forums? VP(Scarb) stated that, although attendance was low, the feedback was constructive and that he believed more people would attend once it had got round by word of mouth that forums were the place to question and air views about any issues.  President added that he had been due to hold the forum but he had to cancel at the last minute as he had to attend a funeral.  VP(F&D) had attended on his behalf. Confirmed that the forums would be profiled more for next time.  VP(Scarb) suggested that if councillors had any ideas or comments on this issue, to see him after the meeting to discuss further.
7145.
Reports of University Committees

8th January

Campus Improvement WG
VP(F&D)


10th January 

Free Electives Panel

VP(AR)

10th January 

Academic Board


Pres

17th January 

Quality & Standards

VP(AR)

22nd January

Graduate Research

VP(AR)

24th January

Court



Pres

31st January

Senate



Pres

1st February

Information Services 

VP(AR)

2nd February

Disabilities Committee

VP(W&E)

7th February

Race Equality


VP(W&E)

7th February

Student Progress


VP(W&E)


Noted
7146
Conferences 
(a) NUS Regional Conference - 29th January 2007

President gave the following report on the above Conference. Stated that this conference involved workshops and networking rather than setting policy.  This was done at the National Conference.  Explained that the National Executive Committee give a report and then leave the room.  The 3 national councillors, including himself, and NEC rep then give reports. 
7147
Election
(a) University Committees


(i)
Assessment Committee - 1 postgrad Rep
No nomination


(b)
Women’s Conference


(i)
1 female rep



Erica Stephenson elected unopposed


(c)
Student with Disabilities Committee


(i)
1 rep




David Collinson elected unopposed
7148.
Ratification of Union Societies
VP(F&D) asked for members’ agreement to the following Societies being ratified:

Rotarct Society

Hull Cycling Society

Karaoke Appreciation Society


Marrow HYMS


War and Security Society (change of name from War Society)


Agreed
7149
Policy Rescissions

Chair reported that the following policy had now elapsed and was rescinded:


Policy Reference:

HUU Position Regarding Access to the Graduate School


Council Meeting:

29th September 2003


Minute Reference:
6818(b)












Noted 
7150.   Motions  
(a) Motions affecting the Constitution, Bye-laws or Standing Order


Changes to the following Standing Orders as displayed on www.hullstudent.com and the official notice board:


(i)
SO 1001 governing the Post of President


(ii)
SO 1002 governing Charities Appeal Committee (RAG)


(iii)
SO 1003 governing the International Students Association


(iv)
SO 1004 governing Campaigns Committee


(v)
SO 1005 governing Welcome Week Working Group


(vi)
SO 1006 governing Training Team


(vii)
SO 3001 governing the post of Vice-President (Academic Representation)


(viii)
SO 3002 governing Sub Groups of Academic Council


(ix)
SO 3003 governing Pre-Faculty Boards


(x)
SO 3004 governing the Mature Students Standing Committee



(xi)
SO 3005 governing the Post Graduate Standing Committee


(xii)
SO 3006 governing Training Team (to be deleted)


(xiii)
SO 3007 governing post of Student Reps of Senate


(xiv)
SO 3008 governing the post of Student Reps on Faculty Board/Faculty Learning




and Teaching Committee (or equivalent)



(xv)
SO 2003 - Annex B - Nomination Form for Student Reps of University Senate

(xvi)
SO 2003 - Annex D governing Student Rep of University Faculty or School Committee


(xvii)
SO 8001 governing the Post of Vice-President (Welfare & Equality)


(xviii)
SO 8002 governing the Granting of Advice Centre Bridging Loans


(xix)
SO 8005 governing the Equal Opportunities Committee

(xx)
SO 8005 - Annex A - HUU Equal Opps - Duties of Members of the Exec 


Committee


(xxi)
SO 8006 governing the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Committee


(xxii)
SO 8007 governing Hull University Students Against Crime Committee


(xxiii)
SO 8008 governing the Welfare & Equality Committee

Council Notes

1) At the last council meeting of last year council voted unanimously in favour of the new constitution.

2) The Constitution is the governing document of HUU and is supported by Standing Orders and Bye-laws that represent the fine detail of the rules and regulations and are thus essential for good governance.

Council Believes

1) Passing these documents will enable HUU to continue to be governed effectively.

2) Passing these documents today is essential to enable the continued approval of the remaining standing orders which is imperative to allow the continued good governance of HUU.

3) Passing this document will allow the election of next years Union Executive Committee to be conducted in a timely and efficient manner.

Council Resolves

1) That these governing documents be approved.

Proposed by: 
Peter West-Oram VP (Finance & Democracy)

Seconded By: 
Ciarán Norris (President)

Speech for:

VP(F&D)

Questions:

None

Any amendments:
None

Speech against:

None

Speech in abstention:
None

Speech in summation:
VP(F&D)

Voting









Motion Passed
(b) Motions on Policy Matters

(i)
Motion supporting NUS Reform


Council Notes
(1) 
NUS is at present over £1m in debt.

(2)
NUS is in desperate need of reform if it is to survive.

(3)
There is a motion coming to National Conference this year to reform NUS.

(4)
That this motion is part of a holistic governance review that Constituent Members from around the country have been working on with NUS.



Council Believes
(1)
As an active Constituent Member of NUS, HUU fully supports these proposals.

(2)
HUU should take an active role in these reforms. 

(3)
Delegates to NUS Conferences vote as mandated by the Delegation Leader.

(4)
This motion demonstrates HUU’s commitment at every level in  improving NUS.




Council Resolves
(1) As with all motions, delegates to NUS National Conference will vote for these reforms, as mandated by the Delegation Leader.

Proposed by:

Ciarán Norris, President

Seconded by:

Peter West-Oram, VP(F&D)



Speech for:

President



Questions:

B Silby



Any amendments:
None



Speech against:

None



Speech in abstention:
None



Speech in summation:
VP(F&D)



Voting







Motion Passed

B Silby informed the Chair that he was withdrawing the following motion. Chair accepted.

(ii) Hull Daily Mail

Council Notes
1. The Union Shop offers several newspapers at discounted rates.

2. The Daily Mail is the only tabloid publication which enjoys this discount.




Council Believes
1. The Daily Mail is not a high brow publication.

2. The Daily Mail incites racism and hatred against foreigners, members of the LGBT community, intellectuals, academics, students, asylum seekers and members of regional minorities.

3. Students should not be encouraged to buy the Daily Mail.

4. The Daily Mail does not offer the same standard of news coverage as the Times, Independent, Guardian or Telegraph.

Council Resolves
1. To end the discounted sale of the Daily Mail with immediate effect.




Proposed by:
Bobby Silby, councillor




Seconded by:
Iain Keers, councillor









Motion Withdrawn

E Marsh informed the Chair that he would like to lay the following motion on the table and 
stated that he would be bringing this back to Council at a later date.  The Chair accepted.


(iii)
Electronic Campaigning for Elections

Council Notes
1.
In the modern internet era, conventional campaigning techniques are becoming less effective in targeting the youth vote.

2. This trend is reflected in the consistently low youth turnout in elections.

3. Electronic campaigning is presently banned under the Union Standing Orders 2003, section 22.




Council Believes
1. Electronic campaigning would increase the number of students aware of both sabbatical campaigns and more conventional year round campaigns.

2. Electronic campaigning would increase the number of students who vote in the sabbatical elections.




Council Resolves
1. To alter the Union Standing Orders 2003, Section 22, so that the use of websites is permitted, so long as the website is approved by the UEC and is available for unfair means.

2. To allow candidates to email individuals manifestos so long as those individuals specifically request them.

Proposed by:

Ed Marsh, councillor

Seconded by:

Iain Keers, councillor








Motion withdrawn
(c) Motions of a General Nature



(i)
Mental Health



Council Notes

1. Figures from the mental health charity MIND, that one in four of the population will at some point in their lives suffer a mental health problem and that every year; more than 250,000 people will be admitted to a psychiatric hospital. 

2. That in July 2006, the Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health published a survey that found that nearly two thirds of NHS Mental Health Trusts across the country had been asked to cut their budgets in order to cover overspending in other parts of the NHS.

3. That many people with mental health problems and their families regularly ask for help, but fail to receive when they begin to show the early signs of a mental health problem because they do not have a statutory right to undergo and assessment and receive any help that may be required. Figures from the mental health charity rethink show that  50% of mental health patients currently subject to compulsory treatment  have previously asked for help and been turned away.

4. That anyone detained in hospital under the Mental Health Act 1983 for a substantial period of time, can only be detained provided treatment is available that will alleviate or prevent a deterioration in the patient’s condition . Under the proposed Mental Health Bill, this so called “treat ability test” will be removed, in favour of a far broader provision that treatment will simply have to be “appropriate” and “available” to a patient. This will mean that patients could be detained in hospital, against their will, even if there is no treatment which is deemed to be likely to have therapeutic benefits to the patient in question. 

5. The Government plans to introduce new Community Treatment Orders, which will allow restrictions, such as curfews, to be imposed on those who have been discharged from compulsory discharge in hospital, even if the patient has committed no crime. Patients failing to cooperate with their compulsory treatment regime will then be able to be forcibly readmitted to hospital against their will.  

6. That under the 1983 Mental Health Act, patient’s rights are protected by what is described as the “nearest relative”, the relative found to be at the top of a list of family members as stipulated in the 1983 act. At present however, any patient with a mental health problem is not provided with any rights to decide for themselves who they wish to be their advocate, even if they do not identify the nearest relative as their next of kin or they do not want them to be involved. The proposed Mental Health Bill will therefore allow for patients, under certain circumstances, to apply to the county court to have their nearest relative displaced.




Council Believes

1. That this union should continue to do all is can to fight the stigma which surrounds those with a mental health problem, and continue to work with the university in providing all necessary assistance that may be required to ensure those with a mental health problem are able to achieve their full potential.

2. That cutting or freezing the budgets of NHS mental health trusts in order to plug gaps elsewhere in the NHS will have a devastating effect on the lives of those with a mental health problem, one of the most vulnerable groups in our society.

3. That by turning away those who seek help for a mental health problem, the system fails such people, by allowing their condition to get much worse before action is taken.

4. That there should be a statutory right for those who seek assistance for a mental health problem to receive an assessment and any necessary treatment and support that may be required or deemed necessary.

5. That the removal of the treat ability test will turn psychiatrists into jailers, detaining patients in hospital who may not be able to be treatable, representing a severe attack on the civil liberties of people who may not have broken any law.

6. That the Royal College of Psychiatrists is right to raise concerns that the imposition of draconian Compulsory Treatment Orders will dissuade and frighten people away from seeking help for a mental health problem.

7. That those patients with the capacity to do so should be able to nominate someone they wish to represent them and articulate their views, so that they are able to choose someone they trust without having to go through a distressing and expensive legal battle in order to replace the nearest relative, who they may not wish to be their representative. 

8. That in general, government legislation on mental health largely emphasises the conditions under which those with a mental health problem may be detained, often against their will. Such legislation serves only to give the impression that mental ill health is wrong, therefore fuelling the unnecessary and unjustified stigma which society too often attaches to mental health problems.

9. That when someone suffers a mental health problem, a vital means by which they can regain control of their lives would be to empower them to make decisions, in conjunction with medical professionals on the best course of action to take in order to overcome their mental health problem, rather than having draconian solutions imposed on them by the state.

10. That sufferers of mental health problems often become fearful of the stigma which may surround their condition, and as such, tend to isolate themselves.




Council Resolves

1. To mandate the President, Vice President (Welfare and Equality) and Health Officer to work together in pushing the NUS to make mental health and tackling the stigma which surrounds mental ill health a permanent priority campaign for the National Union of Students.

2. That a latter be drawn up and sent to Diana Johnson MP and Robert Goodwill MP outlining the concerns expressed in this motion regarding the provision of mental health services and the mental health bill, currently being debated by Parliament.

3. To run a week of activities, awareness campaigns and other such events, in conjunction with disability service on mental health issues at some point during this semester.

4. To establish a peer support group, through which those students suffering a mental health problem can meet and socialise with other students suffering such difficulties in an effort to take away some of the isolation often associated with mental ill health.




Proposed by: 
Edward Jacobs (Councillor)




Seconded by: 
Bryony Paice (Vice President, Welfare and Equality)




Speech for:

E Jacobs




Questions:

None




Amendment



Chair reported that the following amendment had been received:



Under Council Resolves 2:




Replace “latter” with “letter”.



Chair asked if Council was prepared to go straight to a vote on this amendment? This was agreed.



Voting





Amendment to Motion Passed



Speech against:

None




Speech in abstention:
None




Speech in summation:
Formally



Voting







Motion Passed

Chair informed Council that she had accepted an emergency Motion as follows:

(d) Emergency Motion

(i)
Amendment to NUS Conference “Free Prescriptions”


Council Notes


(1)
That doctor’s notes cost £11

(2)
That many students require doctor’s notes in order to gain assignment extension and mitigating circumstances for exams.

(3)
That the NUS is currently running a priority campaign for free prescriptions for students.

Council Believes
(1)
That charging the doctor’s notes represents an unjustified tax on ill health.

(2)
That the NUS should add scrapping charges for doctor’s notes to their campaign for free prescriptions.

Council Resolves
(1) That Hull place an amendment to the motion at NUS Conference entitled “Free Prescriptions” in order to mandate NUS to lobby the government and MPs to drop the charges for doctor’s notes for students.


Proposed by:
E Jacobs, councillor



Seconded by:
Ciarán Norris, President



Speech for:

E Jacobs



Questions:

B Silby, J Webster, Pres, a councillor, T Peterson, E Marsh, 






J Burnham, Pres


Any amendments:
None



Speech against:

M Rourke



Questions:

VP(M&C), VP(W&E), J Webster, D Grainger, E Jacobs, B Silby



Speech in abstention:
None



Speech in summation:
President



Voting






Emergency Motion Passed
7051.
Any Other Business  
(a)
Council Meeting in Scarborough   The President informed councillors that the next meeting of Council on 5th March 2007 would be held in Scarborough. Confirmed that transport would be available and councillors would be informed of details nearer the time.
(b)
Fair Trade Event  B Silby informed councillors that a fair trade event would be taking place in the Continental Café tomorrow night between 6.00pm and 8.00pm to promote fair trade.
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